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Assails  Gays  on  National  Television 


Bryant  Gets  Contract  Back,  Steps  Up  Campaign 


By  Neil  Miller 

MIAMI,  FL  —  Less  than  a  week 
after  the  company  revoked  entertainer 
Anita  Bryant’s  contract  to  do  a  tele¬ 
vision  series  because  of  her  “contro¬ 
versial”  political  activities,  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  has  done  an  abrupt 
about-face.  W.  Paul  Tippett,  Jr., 
executive  vice-president  of  Singer, 
asserted  that  the  recent  cancellation  of 
Bryant’s  contract  was  not  approved  by 
top  Singer  management.  Bryant  has 
the  right  to  take  a  personal  stand  on 
issues  independently  of  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  Singer,  said  the  company 
executive. 

Singer’s  reversal  of  position  came 
after  Bryant  warned  at  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  that  “the  blacklisting  of  Anita  _ 
Bryant  has  begun.”  Although  the 
Singer  original  action  pleased  many 
gays  who  object  to  Bryant’s  role  as  the 
president  of  Save  Our  Children,  Inc., 
an  organization  dedicated  to  opposing 
the  recently-enacted  Dade  County  gay 
rights  ordinance,  several  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  quickly  disassociated  themselves 
from  the  Singer  action. 

In  Miami,  Robert  Basker  of  the 
Dade  County  Coalition  for  the 


Humanistic  Rights  of  Gays  said, 
“People  should  not  lose  their  jobs 
because  of  their  public  positions  on 
controversial  issues.”  However, 
Basker  found  Bryant’s  charges  of 
“blacklisting”  to  be  an  “exaggera¬ 
tion.”  Bob  Kunst,  visible  Miami  gay 
spokesperson,  said,  “I  have  nothing 
against  Ms.  Bryant.  I  agree  with  her 
statement  ...  I  want  her  to  keep  on 
making  as  big  a  fool  of  herself  as  possi¬ 
ble.” 

“The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
stated,  “We  regret  and  deplore  the  fact 
that  Anita  Bryant  has  lost  a  job  as  a 
television  entertainer  because  of  her 
views,  and  wish  to  make  it  clear  that 
neither  our  organization  nor  the  Dade 
County  Coalition  for  the  Humanistic 
Rights  of  Gays  has  requested  or  recom¬ 
mended  such  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company.” 

The  Miami  News,  a  newspaper 
which  has  opposed  the  gay  civil  rights 
ordinance,  wrote  in  an  editorial  that 
“People  who  decried  the  sinking  of 
Jane  Fonda’s  career  during  her  years  as 
a  Vietnam  War  critic  cannot  logically 
approve  of  Miss  Bryant’s  loss  of  a  non¬ 
political  job  . .  .  McCarthyism  is  just  as 


Anita  Bryant 

evil  when  it  is  applied  to  conservatives 
as  when  it  is  used  against  liberals.” 

Bryant  on  TV 

While  the  Singer  flap  was  drawing  to 
a  close,  Bryant  took  to  national  televi¬ 
sion  and,  on  ABC’s  “Good  Morning 


America,”  compared  homosexuals 
with  “fat  people”  and  “people  who 
bite  their  nails.”  Gays  are  not  a  “legiti¬ 
mate  minority,”  said  the  former  Miss 
Oklahoma,  and  she  added  that  gay 
people  already  have  “the  best  jobs,  the 
best  housing,”  and  now  all  they  want 
to  do  is  “flaunt”  themselves  in  the 
schools.  The  greatest  danger,  said 
Bryant,  is  that  homosexuality  will  be 
accepted  and  that  gay  people  will 
become  role  models  for  children. 

59,918  Signatures 

The  Dade  County  county  clerk  is 
meanwhile  in  the  process  of  certifying 
the  59,918  signatures  which  Bryant’s 
Save  Our  Children,  Inc.,  has  gathered 
to  force  a  referendum  on  the  Jan.  18 
gay  civil  rights  ordinance.  The  ordi¬ 
nance  protects  gay  people  against  dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing,  employment, 
and  public  accommodations  and 
includes  all  of  Dade  County,  including 
Miami,  Coral  Gables,  Miami  Beach, 
and  Cocoanut  Grove.  The  county  clerk 
has  30  days  in  which  to  certify  10,000 
of  these  signatures. 

Neil  Rogers,  a  Miami  radio  talk 
show  host  who  “came  out”  on  the  air 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


‘Hitchhiker’s  Murder’  Suspect  Seized 


John  Blodgett 


BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Police 
Department  last  week  removed  the 
name  of  25-year-old  John  Blodgett 
from  its  “Six  Most  Wanted”  list.  Blod¬ 
gett  had  eluded  police  for  over  two 
years,  but  was  finally  located  by  the 
FBI  in  Houston.  He  was  wanted  for 
the  murder  of  John  Asinari,  20,  of 
Arlington,  on  March  22,  1975,  in  the 
brutal  “Hitchhikers  Murder.” 


Asinari  and  a  companion,  20-year- 
old  Robert  Moses  of  Boston,  were 
hitchhiking  from  Boston  to  the  MIT 
_  campus  in  Cambridge  that  evening 
|  when  four  men  in  a  car  picked  them  up 
t  and  robbed  them  on  Back  Street,  an 
§•  alley  which  runs  behind  Storrow  Drive. 
*  They  also  stabbed  the  pair  repeatedly, 
'g  and  drove  around  with  them  through 
p  Charlestown,  Everett,  Chelsea,  the 
2  South  End,  and  finally  in  South 
^  Boston.  One  of  the  men  took  a  tire  iron 
js  to  Asinari’s  head,  and  then  stabbed 
o'  him  more  than  50  times.  Moses  feigned 
1“  death  at  the  time,  but  survived.  Police 
I  characterized  the  murder  as  one  of  the 
«  most  vicious  in  city  history, 
o  Moses  identified  22-year-old  Robert 
Shaughnessy  of  South  Boston  from 
mug  shots  shown  to  him  while  recuper¬ 
ating  at  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospi¬ 
tal.  Police  j  obtained  |  a  warrant  for 
Shaughnessy,  and  he  was  held  at  the 
Charles  Street  Jail  without  bail.  On 
Nov.  1 1 ,  1975,  Shaughnessy  was  found 
in  his  maximum  security  cell  hanging 
from  a  shirt. 

Shaughnessy  and  Blodgett  were  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  two  members  of  a  gang  of 
South  Boston  young  men  that  were 
terrorizing  gay  men  in  Boston  for  two 


ballot  this  time.  Luckett  was  ruled  off 
the  ballot  because  he  allegedly  did  not 
meet  residency  requirements,  and  his 
case  is  now  before  the  Florida  State 
Supreme  Court.  If  the  court  should 
rule  in  Luckett’s  favor,  the  election 
might  still  be  overturned.  Luckett’s 
supporters  have  charged  that  the  Board 
of  Election’s  decision  to  bar  the  candi¬ 
date  from  the  ballot  was  an  effort  to 
“get”  the  gay  candidate.  Because  of 
the  “free  for  all”  nature  of  the  ballot¬ 
ing,  Luckett  was  considered  to  have  a 
strong  chance  of  winning  or  at  least 
gaining  a  seat  on  the  city  council. 

In  a  telephone  interview  Luckett  told 
GCN  that  “we  are  staying  in  the 


years.  The  Asinari  murder  bears  a 
strong  resemblance  to  the  1973 
“Arboretum  Murder”  of  Jeremiah 
Lynch,  although  the  police  have  been 
unable  to  establish  sufficient  evidence 
to  try  anyone  for  either  murder.  At  one 
point  in  1975,  gay  people  in  Boston 
were  considering  organizing  a  vigilante 
group  in  the  Beacon  Hill-Back  Bay 
area  to  watch  for  the  young  men,  who 
had  been  spotted  by  numerous  gays  in 
the  area. 

After  Shaughnessy  hanged  himself, 
the  local  gay  community  was  incensed, 
and  Boston  City  Councillor  Larry 
DiCara  registered  protests  with  then- 


Police  Commr.  Robert  diGrazia.  It 
was  then  that  Blodgett  was  placed  on 
the  department’s  Six  Most  Wanted  list. 

Blodgett  was  originally  arrested  in 
Houston  last  month  under  the  name  of 
Carl  W.  Hoffman  on  a  gun-related 
charge.  When  his  fingerprints  were 
sent  to  Washington,  FBI  agents  ad¬ 
vised  police  of  the  outstanding  war¬ 
rants  for  Blodgett  in  Boston.  He  was 
placed  in  custody  on  Friday,  March  4, 
and  was  returned  to  Boston  on  last 
Monday.  A  Boston  Police  homicide 
detective  and  an  investigator  from  Suf¬ 
folk  County  District  Attorney  Garrett 
Byrne’s  office  met  him  at  the  airport. 


them  from  Canada. 

Harvey  Mayes,  author  of  Loving 
Man  along  with  the  late  Dr.  Mark 
Friedman,  assailed  the  ban  as  “im¬ 
moral  and  indecent.”  “I  am  out¬ 
raged,”  Mayes  told  GCN.  “This 
decision  makes  absolutely  no  sense.  It 
is  a  pure  case  of  homophobia.  They  are 
picking  on  the  gay  community.” 
Loving  Man,  which  is  published  in  the 
United  States  by  Hark  Publishing 
Company,  has  had  no  trouble  in  this 
country. 

Mayes  emphasizes  that  Loving  Man 
is  not  a  sex  manual  per  se.  “It  has 
counseling,  sexual,  and  medical  infor¬ 
mation,”  he  said. 

The  other  prohibited  book,  Men 
Loving  Men,  is  written  by  Mitch 
Walker  and  published  by  Gay  Sunshine 
Press.  In  a  recent  review  of  the  book  in 
the  Boston  Gay  Review,  writer  Michael 
Bronski  praised  the  book  as  “a  true 
and  honest  attempt  to  treat  sexuality 
both  physically  and  spiritually.” 

Loving  Man  author  Mayes  told 
GCN  that  he  didn’t  have  any  immedi¬ 
ate  plans  to  challenge  the  Canadian 
decision.  “It’s  up  to  the  importer  to  do 
something,”  he  said.  “But  of  course 
I’ll  strongly  support  any  attempt  to  get 
the  book  allowed  into  Canada.” 


“Gays  Must  Go”  Shaw  Wins  in  Ft.  Lauderdale 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FL  — 

Anti-gay  incumbent  Mayor  Clay  Shaw 
easily  won  re-election  as  Fort  Lauder¬ 
dale’s  mayor  last  Tuesday.  He 
garnered  13,047  votes  to  place  first  in 
the  at-large  voting.  Shaw,  who  cam¬ 
paigned  hard  and  spent  twice  as  much 
money  as  he  did  in  his  last  run,  did 
significantly  better  than  his  8,400  votes 
in  the  last  election.  All  the  present 
incumbents  were  re-elected  in  the  bal¬ 
loting.  Virginia  Young  came  in  second 
with  12,400  votes  and  thus  became 
deputy  mayor. 

Roger  Luckett,  the  gay  real  estate 
broker  who  had  announced  his  candi¬ 
dacy  for  the  office,  was  not  on  the 


Canada  Bars  Gay  Male  Sex  Manuals 


OTTAWA,  CANADA  —  The  Cana¬ 
dian  government  has  prohibited  the 
importation  of  Loving  Man  and  Men 
Loving  Men  —  two  explicit  but  high 
quality  books  about  gay  male  sexual¬ 
ity.  Copies  of  both  the  books  were 
seized  by  Canadian  customs  three 
weeks  ago  and  immediately  sent  to 
Ottawa  for  a  decision.  The  Canadian 
government  then  ruled  the  two  books 
“immoral  and  indecent,”  and  banned 


fight.”  Even  if  his  case  is  thrown  out 
of  court  this  time,  Luckett  is  deter¬ 
mined  “to  build  ourselves  a  base  of 
political  support  for  the  next  election 
in  two  years.” 

Mayor  Shaw  made  headlines  here  in 
November  when  he  warned  that  gays 
were  threatening  to  “take  over”  Fort 
Lauderdale,  denounced  what  he  called 
a  rise  in  male  prostitution,  and  urged  a 
grand  jury  investigation  of  gay  hotel 
interests.  Shaw’s  call  for  an  investiga¬ 
tion  fell  on  deaf  ears  but  his  remarks 
were  the  genesis  of  the  formation  of 
the  Broward  County  Coalition  for  the 
Human  Rights  of  Gays  and  the  Luckett 
candidacy. 


BULGER  LEADS 


news  notes 


MARKEY  CO-SPONSORS 
FEDERAL  BILL 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  U.S.  Rep.  Edward  J. 
Markey  (D-Mass)  last  week  became  an  official  co¬ 
sponsor  of  HR  2998,  the  federal  gay  rights  bill. 
Markey,  who  represents  the  Seventh  Congres¬ 
sional  District  of  Massachusetts,  is  the  third 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Congressional  dele¬ 
gation  to  sponsor  the  anti-discrimination  bill. 


FIGHTING  THE  ERA 

OLYMPIA,  WA  —  Opponents  of  the  national 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  are  now  trying  to  force  a 
state-wide  referendum  to  rescind  the  state  of 
Washington's  ratification  of  the  ERA.  Anti-ERA 
groups  in  Washington  filed  papers  with  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  to  place  a  voter  initiative  on  the 
November  ballot.  The  state  attorney  general  is  now 
weighing  the  legality  of  the  measure.  If  he  okays 
the  initiative,  anti-ERA  forces  will  then  launch  a 
petition  drive  to  garner  the  necessary  128,000 
signatures. 

Washington  activists  see  the  drive  to  rescind  the 
Washington  ratification  as  part  of  a  targeting  of  the 
Northwest  states.  Idaho’s  legislature  overturned  its 
previous  ratification  of  the  ERA  on  Feb.  8  but 
similar  moves  have  failed  in  Oregon,  Montana  and 
Wyoming. 


NO  DANCING  IN  INDIANA 

BLOOMINGTON,  IN  —  The  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission  of  this  university  town  has  ruled  that  gays 
and  same-sex  couples  have  no  rights  to  dance  with 
each  other.  Although  the  city  does  have  an  anti- 
discrimination  ordinance,  the  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission  ruled  that  dancing  does  not  fall  within  the 
protected  categories  of  that  legislation.  Since 
same-sex  dancing  does  not  necessarily  indicate 
sexual  orientation,  the  Commission  ruled,  there  is 
nothing  that  can  be  done  to  force  certain  local 
discotheques  to  allow  same-sex  dancing. 

The  Commission  also  has  said  that  it  has  no  juris¬ 
diction  over  situations  in  which  people  of  the  same 
sex  are  barred  from  sharing  an  apartment.  The 
Commission  again  asserts  that  this  is  a  "neutral'' 
issue  and  does  not  necessarily  indicate  anti-gay 
discrimination.  Many  Indiana  gays  now  argue  that 
such  interpretations  of  the  ordinance  virtually 
destroy  its  effectiveness  in  protecting  homosexuals 
from  discriminatory  practices. 


VALLEY  UNION  MOVES 

NORTHAMPTON,  MA  —  The  Valley  Women's 
Union  has  now  moved  to  the  Common  Woman  Club 
at  78  Masonic  Street  in  Northampton.  The  phone 
number  will  still  be  586-201 1  and  for  now,  the  drpp- 
in  hours  are  on  Tuesdays.  Lesbian  Gardens,  the 
lesbian  space  which  was  part  of  the  old  location, 
has  decided  not  to  move  into  the  new  head- 
auarters. 


BEAUTY  CONTESTS 

SYRACUSE,  NY  —  Gay  America  Pageants  —  a 
Syracuse,  N.Y.  outfit  —  has  announced  a  nation¬ 
wide  competition  to  select  Miss  Gay  USA,  Mr.  Gay 
USA,  and  Miss  Transexual  USA.  The  competition  is 
split  into  four  regional  division  finals  and  will  be 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  The  Eastern 
regional  finals,  with  prizes  totalling  $20,000,  will 
take  place  in  August  in  the  Felt  Forum  of  Madison 
Square  Garden  in  New  York  City.  Contests  in  all 
three  categories  will  be  judged  in  formal  attire  and 
swimsuits  and  on  personality,  with  the  addition  of  a 
talent  judging  for  contestants  entered  in  the  Miss 
Gay  USA  and  Miss  Transexual  USA  categories. 
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BENEFIT  FOR  FLORIDA  FIGHT 

BOSTON  —  Two  Boston  gay  bars  —  Chaps  and 
Styx  —  are  planning  a  benefit  to  be  held  on 
Sunday,  March  20.  On  that  date  everyone  who 
comes  into  the  two  popular  bars  will  be  asked  to 
donate  25<t,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  day  will  be 
sent  to  Miami  gay  organizations  to  help  in  the 
battle  against  the  upcoming  referendum  to  repeal 
the  gay  civil  rights  ordinance.  Chaps  and  Styx  are 
located  at  20  Blagden  Street  in  downtown  Boston, 
behind  the  Boston  Public  Library  at  Copley  Square. 


WOMEN'S  SCHOOL 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Women's  School  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  announces  the  beginning  of  a  new  term  to 
start  on  April  25.  Courses  this  term  will  cover 
subjects  like  Third  World  Women  in  the  United 
States,  working  class  women  in  fiction,  Chinese 
women  in  a  socialist  society,  and  other  topics. 
Registration  is  on  a  sliding  scale  and  childcare  is 
free.  For  information  about  courses,  fees,  and 
registration  times,  women  are  urged  to  call  the 
school  office  on  Saturdays  between  noon  and  5:00. 
The  telephone  there  is  492-4845. 


NEW  YORK  BIZ 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  New  York  City  now  has  a  gay 
business  association  composed  of  more  than  100 
men  and  women  —  small  business  owners,  self- 
employed  professionals,  and  commercial  property 
owners.  Called  the  Greater  Gotham  Business 
Council,  the  group  meets  once  a  month  and 
features  business-oriented  discussions  for  people 
"who  have  joined  together  because  of  similar  life¬ 
styles." 

For  further  information  and  membership  applica¬ 
tions  people  are  urged  to  contact  the  GGBC  at  P.O. 
Box  751 ,  Chelsea  Station,  New  York,  NY  1001 1 . 


Conferences 


BOSTON  —  As  pleasant  weather  becomes  a 
reality,  conferences  are  springing  up  throughout- 
the  country.  Out  in  rural  Western  Massachusetts, 
the  Rowe  Conference  Center  is  planning  a 
Memorial  Day  weekend  "Gay  Dialogue"  with  Karla 
Jay  and  Allen  Young.  The  co-editors  of  Out  of  the 
Closets  and  After  You're  Out  will  lead  an  "open- 
ended  discussion  of  relations  among  gay  males  and 
lesbians.”  Jay  and  Young  hope  that  people  in 
attendance  will  include  gay  activists  as  well  as 
those  who  would  define  themselves  as  apolitical. 
The  weekend  will  include  political  and  personal 
discussions  and  allow  ample  time  for  fun.  Informa¬ 
tion  on  the  May  27-30  weekend  can  be  obtained 
from  Rowe  Conference  Center,  Kings  Highway 
Road,  Rowe,  Mass.  01367. 

"Lavender  Visions" 

In  Old  Westbury,  New  York,  the  Women's  Build¬ 
ing  of  Long  Island  is  planning  Long  Island's  first 
two-day  lesbian  conference  on  April  23-24.  The 
conference,  whose  theme  is  "Lavender  Visions," 
will  take  place  at  the  State  University  of  New  York 
College  at  Old  Westbury.  The  conference  plans  "a 
total  lesbian  environment"  and  has  scheduled  a 
wide  variety  of  workshops,  theatre,  arts  and  crafts, 
a  dance,  dinner,  and  entertainment.  For  informa¬ 
tion  people  should  write  American  Studies  Depart¬ 
ment  —  CONFERENCE,  State  University  of  New 
York,  College  at  Old  Westbury,  Old  Westbury,  NY 
11568. 

"Woman  to  Woman" 

A  spring  conference  called  "Woman  to  Woman: 
Building  a  Community”  will  be  held  in  Washington 
on  Saturday,  April  16.  Barbara  Gittings  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  and  there  will  be  a  dance  follow¬ 
ing  the  conference.  For  pre-registration  write 
Spring  Conference,  Box  2581,  Springfield,  Virginia 
22152,  or  call  Birdie  at  (202)  332-3006. 


BOSTON  —  State  Sen.  William  M.  Bulger  was 
named  Majority  Leader  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Senate  recently,  in  the  wake  of  the  resignation  of 
Sen.  Joseph  J.  C.  DiCarlo  (D-Revere),  who  was  con¬ 
victed  on  extortion  charges  in  federal  court  with 
Sen.  Ronald  Mackenzie  (R-Burlington). 

Bulger  is  a  life-long  South  Boston  resident  and 
father  of  nine  children.  Although  his  district 
extends  into  the  South  End,  Bay  Village,  Beacon 
Hill,  Back  Bay,  Fenway,  Allston,  and  Brighton,  he 
has  made  no  overtures  to  accommodate  the  large 
numbers  of  gay  people  in  those  neighborhoods.  For 
example,  he  has  steadfastly  opposed  gay  rights 
legislation  and  has  voted  against  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment.  However,  he  has  allied  himself  with 
Senate  liberals  on  other  issues,  such  as  child  abuse 
and  environmental  causes. 

Bulger's  vote  is  expected  to  be  a  pivotal  one  this 
year  when  gay  rights  legislation  reaches  the 
Senate.  Gay  lobbyists  are  hoping  that  he  receives 
an  outpouring  of  constituent  opinion  this  year  to 
convince  him  of  the  support  for  the  issue  in  his 
district. 


conntact 


By  Dai  Thompson 

NEW  HAVEN  —  The  big  push  is  on!  Connecticut's 
Sexual  Orientation  bill  has  been  voted  favorably 
out  of  committee  and  should  be  coming  up  before 
the  House  sometime  between  March  21  and  April 
15.  A  major  letter  writing  campaign  is,  therefore, 
underway  with  coordinators  in  Danbury,  Stratford, 
Middletown,  and  Waterford,  as  well  as  in  the  more 
populous  areas  of  Hartford  and  New  Haven.  Major 
target  points  include  Fairfield  County  in  south¬ 
western  Connecticut  and  the  New  London  area  in 
the  southeastern  section  of  the  state.  Thirty-three 
representatives  have  been  pinpointed  as  those 
most  likely  to  be  influenced  by  constituent  letters. 
A  tally  taken  on  March  6  came  up  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  probable  results  in  the  House:  55  "yes"  votes, 
40  "no"  votes  and  53  still  undecided.  So,  if  we  can 
persuade  21  of  the  53  uncertain  legislators  to  vote 
for  gay  civil  rights,  the  bill  will  pass.  Many  of  the 
undecided  group  have  said  they  are  waiting  to  see 
how  their  constituents  feel.  That  means  that  letters 
really  can  make  the  difference  in  whether  or  not 
we  will  gain  our  civil  rights  this  year.  So  start 
writing,  PLEASE.  For  further  information  contact 
the  Connecticut  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514, 
Hartford,  CT  06101  or  call  522-5575. 

Other  C.G.T.F.  activities  include  a  boycott  of 
orange  juice  and  a  request  that  all  members  write 
the  Florida  Citrus  Commission  (1115  E.  Memorial 
Blvd.,  Lakeland,  FL  33801)  and  Singer  Sewing 
Company,  Advertising  Dept.,  498  Inman  Ave., 
Colonia,  NJ  07067. 

C.G.T.F.  is  also  asking  members  to  kee^  in  eye 
on  local  and  national  television  shows  dealing  with 
homosexuals  and  to  write  to  the  appropriate  net¬ 
works  with  their  comments.  Especially  important  in 
this  area  is  feedback  regarding  NBC's  recent  "Big 
Event"  entitled  "In  the  Glitter  Palace."  Comments 
should  be  sent  to  the  local  affiliate,  Channel  30/59, 
WHNB,  1422  New  Britain  Ave.,  West  Hartford,  CT, 
with  copies  going  to  NBC  in  New  York  at  30  Rocke¬ 
feller  Plaza,  N.Y.,  NY  10020. 

Upcoming  activities  of  Hartford's  Metropolitan 
Community  C, lurch  include  a  benefit  Dinner  and 
Dance,  on  Sunday,  March  20,  1  to  4  p.m.  at  the 
Banana:  a  special  Meeting  of  the  Congregation, 
also  on  March  20  at  9:00  p.m.;  a  Buffet  on  March  25 
at  7:00  p.m.;  a  Sunday  Seminar:  "Gays:  A  New 
Chosen  People?"  on  March  27  at  9:00  p.m.;  and  a 
play,  "Christ  in  the  Concrete  City"  on  Thursday, 
March  31,  to  be  performed  for  MCC,  Integrity,  and 
Dignity.  The  MCC  regularly  sponsors  a  Friday 
evening  "Somewhere  Coffeehouse"  at  8  p.m. 
Regular  Sunday  activities  include  Gay  A. A.  at  2:30 
p.m.,  Choir  at  6:15  p.m.,  and  Service  at  7:30  p.m. 
Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  activities  take  place  at 
the  MCC  Center,  11  Amity  St.,  Hartford,  CT  06106. 
Office:  232-5110,  Switchboard:  522-5575. 


Pennsylvania  ‘Backlash  Bill’  Passes  Committee 


By  Tommi  A  vicolli 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Senate  Bill  83 
has  passed  out  of  the  State  Senate’s 
State  Government  Committee  by  a 
vote  of  8-3  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
The  bill  would  prohibit  homosexuals 
from  being  hired  as  “State  Police, 
State  Correctional  Guards  or  Staff, 
Correctional  Counselors,  State  Proba¬ 
tion  Officers,  officers,  nurses,  and 
staff  for  any  state  institution  dealing 
with  mental  illness  and  mental  retarda¬ 
tion;  and  officers  and  staff  for  any 
State  Institution  which  treats  or 
rehabilitates  individuals  suffering  from 
physical  handicaps.”  The  bill  was 
introduced  by  Senate  Majority  Leader 
Thomas  J.  Nolan  and  Senators 
Murray,  Ross,  Smith  and  Stapleton  on 
Jan. 4, 1977. 

Senate  Bill  83  is  the  latest  and 
probably  the  most  blatant  example  of 
an  anti-gay  backlash  to  date.  Ever 
since  the  enactment  by  Governor 
Milton  J.  Shapp  of  Pennsylvania  of  an 
Executive  Order  banning  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  gay  people  in  all  state  jobs. 
Sen.  Noland  and  his  supporters  have 
been  trying  to  get  an  anti-homosexual 
measure  through.  Previous  attempts 
failed,  with  the  measures  remaining 
buried  or  killed  in  committee.  But 
Senate  Bill  83  has  come  out  of  com¬ 
mittee  and  will  probably  be  introduced 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  when  that 
body  reconvenes  on  March  14. 

It  is  hoped  by  gay  activists  here  that 
the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Senate’s 
Appropriations  Committee.  If  it  is, 
Senator  Cianfrani,  who  is  chair  of  that 
committee,  will  probably  hold  hearings 
on  the  measure,  and,  according  to 
Barry  Kohn,  a  member  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Council  on  Sexual  Minorities, 
/  “We’ll  pull  in  big  people”  to  testify, 
“like  maybe  Coretta  King.” 

If  the  bill  is  not  sent  to  the  Appro¬ 
priations  Committee,  it  will  piobably 
pass  in  the  Senate  by  a  projected  vote 
of  47-2.  Afterwards,  it  will  more  than 
likely  pass  in  the  House,  unless  gays 
can  successfully  bottle  it  in  committee. 

The  bill,  according  to  Harry  Lang- 


news  commentary 


home  of  the  Governor’s  Council  (and 
president  of  GAA),  will  not  necessarily 
allow  employers  to  fire  homosexuals 
presently  working  for  those  institutions 
stated  in  the  bill.  It  will  mean,  instead, 
“that  the  state  cannot  hire  such  a 
person.” 

“Nolan’s  idea  is  to  let  it  be  decided 
in  the  courts,”-  Langhorne  replied  to  a 
question  on  the  constitutionality  of  Bill 
83.  He  (Langhorne)  feds  that  courts 
will  find  it  unconstitutional. 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  26,  some  75  gay 
activists  arrived  at  •  the  Kensington 
office  of  Senator  Smith,  one  of  the 
sponsors  of  the  bill.  Their  intention 
was  to  put  pressure  on  Smith  to  with¬ 
draw  his  support.  As  the  75  activists 
marched  outside,  six  gays  met  inside 
with  Sen.  Smith.  The  activists  were: 
Joanne  Montgomery,  Rev.  Don  Borbe, 
Joanie  Geiser,  John  Whyte,  “Spider,” 
and  Harry  Langhorne.  This  reporter 
came  in  a  few  minutes  after  they  had 
gone  up. 

The  senator,  bearing  somewhat  of  a 
striking  resemblance  to  the  Dogpatch 
representative  in  “Li’l  Abner,”  was 
adamant  about  his  stance:  “You’re  not 


winning  with  me,”  he  kept  repeating. 
He  refused  to  withdraw  his  support 
from  the  bill  or  even  to  consider  doing 
so.  Yet;  he  claimed  that  “I  am  not 
against  you.” 

Smith  said  that  51%  of  his  constitu¬ 
ents  are  in  favor  of  the  bill.  “I  have  to 
answer  to  the  people  when  I  make  a 
decision  ...  I  have  voted  my  district, 
every  time  I  vote  .  .  .  I’m  on  record.” 

Rev.  Borbe  urged  the  senator  to  con¬ 
sider  a  “higher  moral  calling”  and 
withdraw  support  from  a  measure  that 
clearly  violates  human  rights.  But  the 
senator  merely  reiterated  his  stance 
that  it  is  no  longer  in  his  hands.  “When 
it  went  out  of  committee,  you  were 
dead,”  he  said  quietly. 

Outside  the  gay  marchers  began  to 
sing  “You’ll  Never  Have  the  Comfort 
of  our  Silence  Again,”  a  song  written 
by  local  gay  activist  Tom  Wilson.  The 
title  of  the  song  is  taken  from  a  state¬ 
ment  made  by  Jesse  Ford  in  her  testi¬ 
mony  before  Philadelphia  City  Council 
in  January,  1975.  Above  the  sounds  of 
the  song  could  be  heard  the  familiar 
strains  of  the  neighborhood  boy? 
shouting:  “Faggot!” 


After  the  futile  meeting  with  Smith, 
the  six  gay  activists  conferred  with  the 
75  protesters  to  decide  what  their  next 
course  of  action  would  be.  Joanne 
Montgomery  told  GCN:  “I  knew  we 
weren’t  going  to  change  his  mind  .  .  . 
It’s  frustrating  to  me.”  She  was  visibly 
shaken  and  angry  —  an  anger  intensi¬ 
fied  by  the  unruly  hordes  of  boys  who 
were  milling  around  demonstrators 
and  members  of  the  press.  One  boy 
kept  shouting  “Gays  don’t  have 
rights.”  On  several  occasions  boys 
were  jumping  in  front  of  cameras  while 
gays  were  being  interviewed.  The 
parents  stood  nearby,  watching,  a  few 
of  them  shaking  their  heads.  One 
woman  kept  saying,  “They’re  sick, 
they  need  help.” 

All  in  all,  for  the  residents  of 
Kensington,  it  was  a  day  unlike  any 
other  they  remember  —  perhaps  for 
most  of  them,  it  was  their  first  glimpse 
of  a  real  live  homosexual. 

Joanne  Montgomery  continued, 
“The  demonstration  is  to  educate  the 
people  of  this  district.”  Spider  added, 
“They’ve  never  had  anything  like  this 
around  here.” 


Dorothy  Allison  (right),  a  Washington,  D.C.  lesbian  feminist,  talked  on  “Lesbianism  and  Class  Analysis”  last  weekend  at  a 
conference  on  Socialist  Feminism  held  at  Hampshire  College  in  Amherst,  Mass.  The  March  4-6  conference  was  packed  with 
workshops  covering  a  variety  of  issues,  such  as  “Racism  in  the  Women’s  Movement,”  led  by  a  Boston  black  collective  (left). 
Deirdre  English  delivered  opening  remarks  in  her  “Critique  of  Masculinist  Feminism.”  Photos bv Nancy  Wechsler 


Boston  Police  Try  Out  New  Tactics  on  ‘The  Block’ 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  Boston  Police  have 
adopted  new  tactics  of  late  on  “The 
Block,”  the  section  of  the  Back  Bay 
bounded  by  Commonwealth  Avenue, 
Berkeley,  Marlborough,  and  Arlington 
Streets.  Reports  from  the  area  indicate 
that  a  uniformed  officer  and/or  a 
marked  police  vehicle  are  now  substi¬ 
tuting  for  the  previously-employed 
plainclothes  officers  in  unmarked  cars. 
It  is  but  the  latest  in  a  series  of  attempts 
to  “clean  up”  the  decades-old  gay 
male  cruising  area.  Cleaning  up  The 
Block  has  become  the  Boston  Police 
Department’s  better  mousetrap. 

The  Block  was  in  existence  long 
before  most  of  the  persons  who  now  go 
there  were  born.  It  was  once  strictly  for 
cruising,  but  now  is  divided  between 
non-commercial  and  play-for-pay 
people.  It  is  a  largely  residential  area, 
and  the  residents’  complaints  are  what 
have  always  prompted  police  activity, 
according  to  District  4  commander 
Capt.  William  J.  O’Brien. 

In  prior  years,  different  methods 
have  been  used  to  deter  the  pedestrian 
and  vehicular  traffic.  In  1971,  for 
example,  38  men  were  arrested  for 
“disorderly  conduct”  during  the  week 
of  July  24  by  plainclothes  officers.  All 
the  men  had  done  was  to  walk  past  the 
same  corner  four  times.  Boston 


Municipal  Court  Chief  Justice  Elijah 
P.  Adlow  (now  retired,  thankfully) 
heard  most  of  their  cases,  and  tried 
them  the  same  day  they  were  arraigned 
(something  that  would  never  happen 
today).  He  insulted  almost  every 
defendant  from  the  bench  before 
finding  them  guilty. 

In  1972,  Robert  J.  diGrazia  took 
over  as  police  commissioner,  and  not  a 
minute  too  soon.  It  seems  the  city  Law 
Department,  in  the  person  of  First 
Asst.  Corporation  Counsel  John  A. 
Fiske  (now  executive  secretary  to  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court),  had  advised 
the  now-defunct  Homophile  Union  of 
Boston  that  the  arrests  were  illegal.  “I 
fail  to  see  how  the  mere  presence  of  a 
person  on  the  streets  during  the  early 
morning  hours,  in  the  absence  of  some¬ 
thing  more,  can  make  him  a  ‘disorderly 
person,’  ”  wrote  Fiske. 

DiGrazia,  it  appears,  was  a  positive 
force  in  keeping  Block  arrests  down: 
During  the  first  two  weeks  after  he  left 
Boston  last  November,  15  alleged  male 
prostitutes  were  arrested  —  more  than 
had  been  arrested  during  the  entire 
previous  year! 

The  year  1972  also  saw  the  election 
of  Barney  Frank  as  state  representative 
from  Ward  5.  Frank  was  instrumental 
in  setting  up  meetings  between  con¬ 
cerned  gay  people  and  police. 


In  1973,  the  police  came  up  with 
another  clever,  albeit  illegal  device:  a 
traffic  sign  at  the  corner  of  Berkeley 
and  Marlborough  Streets  that  reads 
NO  RIGHT  TURN  11:00  PM-5:00 
AM.  No  one  at  the  police  department 
or  the  city’s  Traffic  and  Parking  Dept, 
thinks  that  the  sign,  which  still  stands, 
is  legal.  Neither,  it  appears,  do  Block¬ 
going  motorists,  who  have  ignored  the 
sign  almost  from  the  day  it  was 
erected. 

By  1974,  The  Block  was  the  site  of 
considerable  police  attention.  Barney 
Frank,  responding  to  the  complaints  of 
local  residents/constituents,  wrote  to 
the  police,  and  demanded  that  they 
“enforce  the  appropriate  laws  to 
protect  the  residents.”  A  marked  car 
was  stationed  at  the  entrance  to  Marl¬ 
borough  Street,  and  other  officers 
patrolling  the  area  repeatedly  stopped 
passersby  (and  drivers)  for  question¬ 
ing.  (One  police  source  said  the  reason 
this  is  not  done  more  is  because  the 
officers  don’t  like  to  do  that  kind  of 
police  work.) 

The  responses  to  the  questioning 
were  recorded  on  Field  Interrogation 
and/or  Observation  (FIO)  reports,  a 
highly  controversial  system  whereby 
the  police  keep  records  on  persons  not 
committing  crimes.  The  extensive  FIO- 
ing  of  individuals  had  every  gay  activist 


in  the  city  incensed,  and  Frank  again 
responded  with  a  letter  to  the  police 
commissioner,  complaining  that 
homosexuals  were  being  “unfairly 
singled  out”  for  abuse. 

In  1975,  the  FlO-ing  decreased  con¬ 
siderably,  following  a  cogent  piece 
about  it  in  the  Boston  Phoenix  by 
David  O’Brian.  Arrests  on  The  Block 
were  reduced  to  almost  none  in  1975 
and  the  summer  of  1976. 

But  the  minute  diGrazia  left  town 
(November,  1976),  the  heat  was  on. 
Hustlers  were  being  busted  all  over  the 
city,  not  only  on  The  Block  but  around 
the  Greyhound  terminal  as  well  — 
hardly  a  residential  area.  Some  of  them 
were  being  brought  in  under  the  state’s 
“protective  civil  custody”  for  drunk 
persons,  even  though  they  were  not 
drunk.  Men  cannot  be  charged  with 
prostitution  or  common  nightwalking 
under  present  Massachusetts  law,  so 
police  instead  use  a  city  ordinance 
which  outlaws  “Soliciting  one  to 
commit  an  unlawful  sex  act.” 

It  is  not  easy  to  effect  a  lawful 
arrest  on  that  charge,  unless  one  is 
grossly  indiscreet.  In  fact  several  of  the 
men  arrested  on  Dec.  2  and  3  said  that 
the  arresting  officer,  Det.  John  Mulli¬ 
gan,  drove  up  to  them,  beeped  his 
horn,  and  signaled  for  them  to  get  in. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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valentine  to  lyn 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  real  sad  having  just  found  out  that  Lyn 
Rosen  is  leaving  GCN  and  going  to  Philadelphia. 
I  know  how  much  beautiful,  passionate  political 
love  she  has  given  the  gay  “community,”  in 
helping  to  unify  us  to  be  strong  in  our  identities, 
and  in  changing  together  the  violent  man-domin¬ 
ated  systems  that  try  to  rule  us. 

The  straight-exploitive  mentality  wants  you  to 
get  “burned  out,”  so  I’m  sad  you  feel  that  way, 
but  I  know,  Lyn,  whether  you  want  to  or  not 
you'll  do  great  things  for  our  sisters  and  brothers 
in  Philly.too!  1  hope  you  come  back  to  Boston, 
and  find  a  space  where  you  can  be  an  activist  in  a 
mellower,  more  persevering  way.  Be  your  strong 
and  courageous  self  forever. 

Love, 

Mordecai 


on  south  f lorida 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

1  was  extremely  pleased  to  read  the  fine  cover¬ 
age  GCN  is  giving  of  the  gay  political  happenings 
here  in  South  Florida.  I  hope  you  people  will 
continue  to  expand  your  news  coverage,  so  that  it 
will  not  be  primarily  limited  to  the  northeast.  We 
need  an  alternative  to  the  Advocate. 

Two  minor  errors  need  to  be  corrected  in 
regards  to  GCN’s  article  on  Fort  Lauderdale 
(March  5,  1977),  however.  First  of  all,  local  adult 
bookstores  and  gay  baths  were  not  raided  by  the 
police  as  reported.  The  bookstores  were  forced 
to  remove  all  the  variations  of  amyl  nitrate  from 
their  shelves  until  a  local  judge  ruled  on  its  legal¬ 
ity.  None  of  the  customers  was  arrested.  In  the 
case  of  the  baths,  a  few  officers  from  the  Alco¬ 
holics  Beverages  Commission  tried  to  stop  the 
flow  of  free  beer  in  the  establishments,  but  none 
of  the  customers  was  arrested.  This  matter  was 
settled  the  next  day  and  the  baths  are  serving  free 
beer  legally.  Secondly,  the  Broward  County 
Coalition  for  the  Humanistic  Rights  of  Gays  is 
not  “led”  by  Rev.  Gill  or  Jack  Campbell;  rather, 
by  the  Co-chairpeople,  Ron  Francavilla,  Roger 
Luckett,  and  myself. 

In  Gay  Unity  &  Liberation, 

Mark  N.  Silber 


message  to  anita 

To  Anita  Bryant,  et.  al.: 

So  you  missed  out  on  a  contract  because  of 
your  homophobic  bigotry;  that’s  tough.  While 
you’re  bewailing  the  unfairness  of  it,  consider 
the  thousands  of  men  and  women  who’ve  lost  or 
been  denied  jobs,  housing,  education  and  a  fair 
shake  in  life  because  they  were  merely  suspected 
of  being  homosexuals. 

When  you  sang  for  the  G.l.’s  in  Vietnam,  you 
called  us  “wonderful  boys.”  I  guess  you  didn’t 
know  that  there  were  dozens  of  us  sitting  right  in 
front  of  you  on  that  muddy  hillside.  We  were  in 
support  groups  and  line  outfits  doing  the  same 
jobs  and  taking  the  same  risks  as  our  straight 
comrades. 

The  war  in  Vietnam  is  over,  and  I’m  not 
arguing  the  justice  of  it,  but  in  that  time,  as  in  all 
the  times  before,  homosexuals  did  their  duty 
along  side,  and  with  the  same  degrees  of  devo¬ 
tion  and  disgust  as  our  straight  brothers  and 
sisters. 

Homosexuals  are  recruited  into  the  military, 
into  industry  and  commerce,  and  into  schools 
and  sports,  as  people.  We  are  not  recruited  into 
our  sexual  preference.  We  are  born.  Our  sexual 


identity  is  about  as  relevant  to  our  talents  and 
character  as  is  the  color  of  our  hair. 

Your  attack  against  the  gay  people  of  the 
United  States  is  a  very  transparent,  cheap  shot. 
Hitler  was  more  successful  in  using  hatred  of 
Jews  as  his  political  springboard;  George 
Wallace  used  blacks.  But  1  guess  you  don’t  have 
the  guts  to  be  a  real  bigot. 

You’ll  be  surprised  at  how  many  of  us  there 
are,  and  at  how  aware  we  are  of  our  identity  and 
our  strength.  If  you  think  last  winter  was  tough 
on  the  citrus  crop,  wait  till  we  switch  to  cran¬ 
berry  juice.  Right  now  I’m  on  my  way  out  to  buy 
a  Singer  Sewing  Machine.  I  don’t  know  how  to 
sew,  but  for  you  I  can  learn. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff  Morris 

anita  and 

free  speech 

Dear  GCN: 

Re  :  Robert  Publicover’s  letter  on  Anita  Bryant 
in  GCN  of  March  5:  He  writes  that  “GCN  and 
other  papers  must  be  strong  for  a  boycott  —  not 
wishy  washy  as  the  [GCN]  editorial  was.” 
Because  Miss  Bryant  voiced  her  opinion  on  a 
Florida  ordinance  banning  discrimination 
against  homosexuals,  she  lost  a  job  on  a  planned 
Singer  Sewing  Machine  television  series.  Though 
you  disagree  with  her  views,  you  must  recognize 
her  right  to  speak  on  the  subject. 

If  you  deny  free  speech  to  Anita  Bryant,  you 
appear  to  make  her  a  martyr.  How  can  gays 
logically  claim  free  speech  for  gay  rights  if  you 
deny  it  to  others?  A  famous  Frenchman  wrote, 
“I  disagree  with  what  you  say,  but  I’ll  defend  to 
the  death  your  right  to  say  it.” 

P.  Martin 


NEWS  WRITERS 

GCN  is  looking  for  volunteer  news 
writers,  especially  to  write 
women's  news.  Anyone  Interested 
should  call  Nell  at  426-4469. 


lover  man 

Greetings  To  The  Staff  At  GCN: 

I  hope  that  this  letter  is  printed,  as  I  would  like 
for  everyone  to  know  what  the  GCN  newsletter 
brings  to  a  gay! 

This  newsletter  has  changed  my  life  since  I 
have  been  here  in  prison,  at  Kansas  State  prison, 
as  it  made  me  find  my  lover,  as  I  was  looking  for 
one.  I  am  due  for  my  release  this  July,  and  my 
lover  that  I  had  found  through  the  GCN  is  out 
there  waiting  with  open  arms.  We  have  been 
writing  one  another  since  January. 

So  my  heartfilled  thanks  goes  out  to  you  and 
the  staff  there  at  GCN. 

Billy  Smith 
Kansas  State  Prison 
Lansing,  Kansas 


dicarlo's  gone 

Dear  GCN: 

The  conviction  of  Senator  Joseph  DiCarlo  was 
a  stunning  surprise  to  all  of  his  friends  of  the 
“old”  Christian  ethic.  Having  known  Joe  most 
of  my  life,  I  found  that  he  was,  like  many  of  his 
ilk,  a  very  vindictive  and  narrow-minded  person. 
He  was  admired  because  of  his  articulate  and 
persuasive  manner  of  influencing  others.  1  can 
say  from  personal  knowledge  of  this  man,  that  in 
his  mind  a  “morally”  corrupt  act  was  one 
involving  a  “sexual”  connotation  only. 

Joe  was  a  deadly  enemy  of  the  “gays,”  having 
many  times  being  quoted  as  saying  amongst  his 
friends  that  “the  only  good  queer  is  a  dead 
queer.”  He  was  very  close  to  the  old  church  com¬ 
munity,  always  trying  to  look  after  them 
monetarily  through  favorable  legislation, 
donation  solicitations,  etc. 

Because  of  Joe’s  power  in  the  legislature  he 
was  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  gay  legislation, 
abortion  issues,  etc.,  have  been  stalled  for  so 
long  in  this  state. 

In  spite  of  the  overwhelming  evidence  against 
them,  I  personally  believe  that  Joe  was  willing  to 
bring  the  matter  out  into  the  open  and  go  to  trial, 
firmly  believing  that  no  Christian  jury  would 
convict  a  good  Christian  boy  coming  from  a 
large  good  Christian  family.  Well  he  found  out 
differently,  didn’t  he! 

Sincerely, 

R.  Davis 


MISSING  YOUR  PAPER  AT  THE  SAINTS? 

Gay  Community  News  will  not  be  sold  at  the  Saints  in  Boston  until  further 
notice.  When  GCN’s  truck  broke  down,  our  male  distributor  was  forced  to  deliver 
papers  on  foot.  He  found  it  necessary  to  deliver  to  the  waterfront  area  on  Sundays. 
On  Sundays  the  Saints  is  open  for  women;  on  Monday  afternoons,  our  past 
delivery  day,  the  Saints  is  open  for  men  and  women.  Although  our  distributor 
arrived  at  3:00  at  the  precise  time  the  Saints  was  opening  on  Sundays,  the  women 
that  run  the  bar  felt  that  he  was  causing  too  much  disruption  of  the  atmosphere. 
GCN  cannot  at  this  time  afford  to  make  a  special  stop  on  Mondays  at  the  water¬ 
front  area,  so  we  have  discontinued  our  delivery  to  the  Saints. 

The  newspaper  will  be  available  at  the  Powderhorn  Pub  and  Somewhere,  two 
other  bars  in  the  neighborhood.  For  women  who  do  not  patronize  mixed  bars, 
subscriptions  are  always  available. 

We  are  definitely  sorry  not  to  be  available  in  the  only  women’s  bar  in  Boston. 
We  have  always  been  dedicated  to  feminist  principles,  and  we  will  abide  by  the 
Saints  decision  because  we  respect  women’s  right  to  their  own  space.  However, 
many  of  us  feel  that  the  decision  was  tinged  with  sexism.  We  hope  to  put  our 
papers  back  in  the  bar  when  we  have  purchased  a  new  van. 


gen  contributors 
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A  Gay  Person's 
Guide  To 
New  England 

“It’s  the  best.” 

— Michael's 
Thing 

The  1976  edition,  “A  Gay  Person’s  Guide 
to  New  England.”  Available  at  $3.75 
from  finer  bookstores,  gay  bars,  baths 
and  organizations  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  World.  By  mail,  $4.00 
postpaid  from  GPG,  Dept.  D3,  22 
Brumfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Copies  sent  in  plain  brown  envelope. 
Make  cheque  pavable  to  “GCN.” 
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Dear  GCN: 

I  have  taken  my  lover’s  suggestion  and  waited 
a  few  days  before  responding  to  Mr.  Caporaletti 
(March  5)  so  that  my  “machismo  traits”  (i.e. 
anger,  rage,  etc.)  would  not  be  reflected  in  my 
letter  (i.e.  !@#&*  + ).  I  do  thank  Mr.  Caporaletti 
in  a  way,  since  it  has  been  three  years  since  a  pen 
has  leaped  so  readily  to  my  fingers. 

It  has  been  a  while  since  1  have  read  anything 
so  blatantly  anti-feminist,  pro-patriarchal, and  I 
find  myself  reading  and  re-reading  to  make  sure 
that  what  I  think  I’m  seeing  is  actually  there. 
Alas,  it  is. 

Mr.  Caporaletti  states  that  he  realizes  that 
women  are  oppressed  by  the  male-dominated 
society,  and  then  somehow  manages  to  swing 
things  around  so  that  it  becomes  their  own  fault 
for  allowing  this  oppression  to  exist  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  itself.  He  cites  the  “new  double  standard”  in 
which  women  are  excused  from  sex-determined 
role  behavior  while  men  are  condemned  (by 
feminists  naturally)  for  the  same.  I  would  like  to 
remind  Mr.  Caporaletti  that,  to  my  knowledge, 
most  feminists  are  seeking  to  awaken  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  their  sisters  to  break  through  the 
sex  roles  that  have  existed  for  so  long.  In  so 
doing,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  condemnation  of 
inherent  male  superiority  must  follow  logically. 
After  all,  what  is  Women’s  Liberation  all  about? 
The  men  I  have  spoken  with  about  it  agree  that 
to  break  male  sex  role  behavior  is  as  difficult  to 
accomplish  as  it  is  to  break  women’s  sex  role 
behavior  —  particularly  in  a  patriarchal  society. 
Does  this  mean  that  we  shouldn’t  try? 

Mr.  Caporaletti  stresses  that  as  women  define 
themselves,  they  will  begin  to  discover  that  they 
have  many  of  the  traits  defined  as  “machismo.” 
Well,  Hallelujah!!!  Could  it  be  that  these  traits, 
along  with  the  “feminine”  traits  (i.e.,  so  they  tell 
me,  of  love,  gentleness,  etc.)  are  not  determined 
biologically? 

The  “precepts  of  the  feminist  movement”  are 
very  much  correct,  Mr.  Caporaletti.  But  nowhere 
among  the  equal  rights  requested  do  1  find  listed 


the  right  to  oppress.  Perhaps  it  is  you  who  should 
re-examine  your  attitude  toward  the  feminist 
movement. 

Your  stated  goal:  “to  eradicate  hatred  and 
replace  it  with  a  love  and  respect  for  all  people” 
is  one  that  we  should  all  work  toward.  1  would 
like  to  remind  you  that  women  have  been 
furnishing  the  love  within  society  for  centuries  — 
it  has  been  our  duty. 

If  you  truly  live  somewhere  in  which  there  is  an 
actual  potential  for  your  race  and  your  sex  to 
become  the  new  “oppressed  minority”  of  the 
future,  do  let  me  know  where  this  place  is 
located.  I’ll  pack  my  bags  and  come  a-runnin’  to 
view  such  an  event. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy  Schilling 


misplaced 

sensitivity 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  thank  GCN  for  its  sensitive  coverage 
of  the  Real  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  (1  might  have 
never  heard  of  him  otherwise).  This  great  intel¬ 
lectual  has  shown  us  that  body  building  is  for 
true  artists,  not  just  —  to  use  Arnold’s  very  own 
words  —  “freaks  and  faggots.”  It  is  rare  that 
Hollywood  and  GCN  stumble  into  true  genius 
simultaneously.  1  only  wish  that  there  were  some 
gay  personalities  worth  writing  about,  but  as  we 
all  know,  heterosexuality  is  a  prerequisite  for 
charmisma,  muscles,  etc.  (I  did,  however,  hear 


of  a  homosexual  body-builder  down  in  Brook¬ 
lyn). 

Keep  up  the  good  work,  and  here’s  hoping  it 
won’t  be  long  until  we  get  some  sensitive  cover¬ 
age  of  Earl  Butz  and  Anita  Bryant. 
Wishing-I-had-a-subscription-so-I-could-cancel-it, 

Esskoert 

war  criminal  or 

test  case? 

Dear  GCN, 

In  spite  of  all  the  things  which  should  bring 
gay  people  together,  we  keep  hearing  divisive 
remarks  such  as  Charley  Shively’s  silly  character¬ 
ization  of  Matlovich  as  “a  war  criminal”  in  a 
talk  to  the  Black  Rose  recently. 

The  importance  of  the  armed  forces  to  gay 
liberation  is  very  well  stated  in  an  article  in 
Radical  America,  Jan. -Feb.  1977  (PO  Box  B, 
North  Cambridge,  Mass.  02140)  by  Linda 
Alband  and  Steve  Rees.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
material  of  great  interest  to  gay  people  in  the 
article,  but  the  most  important  point  is  made  as 
follows: 

“While  the  movement  of  lesbians  in  uniform 
has  been  a  reflection  of  the  larger  movement  for 
equal  rights  for  homosexuals,  it  may  soon 
become  its  test  case.  The  ACLU  lawyer  who 
defended  two  gay  WACs  at  Fort  Devens  last  year 
speculated,  ‘Sooner  or  later,  one  of  these  cases 
will  produce  a  court  decision  declaring  discrim¬ 
ination  against  homosexuals  unconstitutional.’ 
The  Military  is  the  key  institution.  Just  as  the 
racial  integration  of  the  military  in  the  late  ’40s 
set  the  stage  for  a  national  social  policy  of  inte¬ 
gration,  the  critical  sexual  battles  are  going  to  be 
fought  here.” 

It  won’t  help  to  win  that  fight  to  call  people  in 
the  armed  forces  names. 

Frax, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 


speaking  out 

Activists  Are  Human  Beings,  Too 

By  Joseph  M.  Abreu 


Times  change  but  people  don’t.  An  example  of  this  is  the  criticism  directed 
toward  the  gay  radio  program  “Closet  Space”  in  Paul  Morse’s  “Speaking  Out” 
(GCN,  March  6).  I’m  not  singling  out  Paul  Morse  because  his  letter  typifies  what  I 
feel  are  majority  sentiments.  It  is  to  those  sentiments  that  I  address  this  “Speaking 
Out.”  I  would  also  like  to  preface  what  I  have  to  say  by  observing  that  I  have 
worked  on  “Closet  Space”  both  on  my  own  and  with  Ellen  Davis. 

Paul  Morse,  in  citing  “lesbian  discussion”  on  the  show,  states  that  “a 
program  aimed  at  the  gay  community  should  embrace  the  entire,  male  and 
female  .  .  .”  True,  but  ideally  that  quote  rephrased  should  read  ‘“Closet  Space’ 
should  be  made  to  feel  embraced  by  the  entire  ay  community.”  Morse’s  descrip¬ 
tion  of  “Closet  Space”  makes  it  sound  as  inpenetrable  as  the  Bastille.  I  personally 
recall  several  shows  done  by  Ellen  Davis  and  myself  whose  main  purpose  was  to 
solicit,  plead,  and  eventually  beg  for  new  ideas,  material,  and  j  people.  In j  addition 
to  this,  Ellen  ends  every  show  with  requests  for  audience  feedback.  The  letters  are 
few  and  far  between. 

Enough  about  “Closet  Space”  (for  now).  Let’s  talk  about  people  involved  in 
our  movement.  Ellen  Davis,  after  having  spent  time,  money  (her  own,  by  the  way), 


and  incredible  amounts  of  energy  attempting  to  offer  diverse  programming  to  the 
gay  community,  has  found  —  as  have  other  “activists”  —  that  criticism  can  be 
found  in  great  quantities.  However,  she  has  also  found  that  concern,  sincerity, 
support  and  involvement  from  the  majority  of  the  gay  community  is  non-existent. 
Lyn  Rosen’s  comments  on  her  departure  from  GCN  of  “losing  track  of  why  you 
are  beating  your  brains  out”  relates  the  common  feeling  of  a  gay  person’s  attempts 
at  changing  the  system  (alone). 

The  gay  community  has  come  to  expect  “the  dedicated  few”  to  continue  to 
beat  their  brains  out,  place  the  welfare  of  the  gay  community  before  their  own 
personal  life,  suffer  financial  losses  providing  many  services  to  the  gay  community, 
and,  most  importantly,  to  be  able  to  accept  criticism  gracefully.  Too  bad  “the 
dedicated  few”  also  happen  to  be  human  beings. ^Forlmyself,  (those  jwere[ajfewlof 
the  reasons  why  I  disbanded  Gay  Media  Action  two  weeks  ago.  I  suspect  that  they 
were  also  reasons  for  Lyn  Rosen’s  departure  from  GCN. 

Paul  Morse  was  outraged'and  concerned  that  “Closet  Space”  was  not  there 
when  he  expected  it;  I’m  just  outraged  that  he  (you)  expects  it,  demands  it,  and 
takes  it  for  granted. 


Stopping  the  Churches’  Tax  Holiday 


By  A  l  Bouchard 

The  light  bulb  burns  brightest  just  before  it  burns  out.  And  so  it  is  with  the 
human  condition  when  people  have  enslaved  themselves  to  a  false  idea.  In  the  end, 
they  can  no  longer  be  reasonable  with  others  who  do  not  share  their  point  of  view. 
They  must  twist  and  contort  the  simplest  truths  as  arguments  to  support  their  false 
ideas.  When  these  ideas  are  opposed  and  in  danger  of  being  exposed  as  false,  then 
come  the  long,  loud  angry  outbursts  of  righteous  indignation.  That  bright  flare- 
up  just  before  the  light  bulb  burns  out.  In  human  timing  this  flare-up  may  last 
several  months,  even  several  years.  It  is,  however,  as  inevitable  that  the  false  idea 
will  burn  itself  out,  as  it  is  that  the  light  bulb  burns  out. 

The  unreasoning  attitudes  that  cause  discrimination  against  gay  persons  are 
such '  false  ideas.  Only  a  few  short  years  ago,  merely  a  whisper  or  a  hint  about 
discriminating  against  a  gay  person  would  be  sufficient  to  carry  it  out.  Today  it 
takes  more  than  a  hint  or  a  whisper  to  discriminate  against  a  gay  person.  In  some 
cases,  as  in  the  current  attempt  to  reverse  the  legal  protection  given  gay  persons  in 
Dade  County,  Florida,  the  forces  of  ignorant  attitudes  towards  gay  persons  must 
distort  truth,  shout  and  speak  in  ever  angrier  tones  to  stir  others  to  agree  with  their 
false  ideas. 

Gay  persons  and  gay  organizations  will  need  to  use  the  tools  of  angry  out¬ 
bursts  of  frustration  and  confrontation  less  and  less  as  we  turn  our  attention  more 
and  more  to  the  ideational  and  legal  resources  that  are  available  to  us  in  this 
country. 

Anita  Bryant,  president  of  the  “Save  Our  Children”  organization,  recently 
campaigned  to  get  signatures  to  repeal  a  newly  passed  ordinance  granting  equality 
to  gay  persons  in  Dade  County,  Florida.  In  the  Miami  Herald  and  Miami  News 
accounts  of  this  signature  drive  there  are  constant  references  that  these  signatures 
were  obtained  at  churches  and  synagogues.  One  article  named  five  men  with  the 
title  of  Rev.  or  Rabbi  and  after  each  name  identified  the  church  or  religious 
organization  that  the  person  was  associated  with. 

There  is  in  this  country  a  principle  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state.  It  is  a 
reality  that  must  not  be  overlooked  by  gay  persons  in  their  struggle  for  human 
rights.  John  F.  Kennedy  in  campaigning  for  President  had  to  deal  with  that 


principle  when  he  promised  the  American  people  never  to  be  influenced  by  his 
church  while  governing  this  country.  The  courts  have  upheld  this  principle  in  pro¬ 
hibiting  prayer  in  public  schools.  Gay  persons  can  use  this  principle  in  their  efforts 
to  restore  human  rights  to  gay  people. 

A  very  important  legal  construct  about  churchs,  synagogues  and  religious 
associations  is  that  they  are  usually  set  up  as  non-profit  organizations  under 
Section  501  (c)  (3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code.  This  is  important  to  them  because 
their  life  blood,  M-O-N-E-Y,  comes  in  the  form  of  tax-deductible  donations, 
grants  and  gifts  of  all  sorts.)  This|is)also|importantlto|them  because  no  matter  how 
much  money  or  gifts  they  take  in  they  do  not  pay  income  taxes  on  it  and,  generally, 
are  exempt  from  paying  )  property  taxes  and  1  other  forms  of  taxation. 
M,embership|is  decreasing  steadily  in  many  churches  in  this  country.  Loss  of  the 
IRS  non-profit  status  would  deal  a  mortal  blow  to  most  churches. 

An  interesting  condition  necessary  to  maintain  non-profit  status  under  section 
501  (c)  (3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  is  that  an  organization  agree  ‘NOT  TO 
ATTEMPT  TO  INFLUENCE  LEGISLATION’  or  ‘NOT  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN 
A  POLITICAL  CAMPAIGN  FOR  OR  AGAINST  ANY  CANDIDATE  FOR 
PUBLIC  OFFICE.’ 

It  occurs  to  this  writer  that  the  Miami  paper  accounts  of  the  signature  drive 
indicate  that  there  may  be  violations  of  the  IRS  code  by  churches  and  synagogues 
cooperating  with  i the  '“Save  Our  Children”  organization.  Also,  how 
is  “Save  Our  Children”  organized?  Is  this  organization  violating  federal  statutes? 

Gay  persons  concerned  with  maintaining  our  human  rights  are  urged  to  call  or 
write  pro-gay  U.S.  Representatives  and  U.S.  Senators  or  write  to  Ms.  Margaret 
Constanza,  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Public  Liaison  (WHITE  HOUSE, 
Washington,  D.C.)  requesting  that  the  President  ask  the  Attorney  General  or  the 
IRS  to  investigate  the  “Save  Our  Children”  organization,  as  well  as  churches  and 
synagogues  supporting  that  organization  to  see  if  they  are  violating  non-profit 
regulations. 

We  should  always  be  on  the  alert  for  violations  of  non-profit  regulations. 
They  are  easier  to  spot  these  days  through  media  exposure  because  the  distortions 
and  angry  outbursts  from  people  using  these  organizations  to  support  false 
attitudes  burns  ever  “brighter”  —  a  sure  sign  of  a  nearly  “burnt  out”  idea. 
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Activist  Arrested  on  Drug  Charge 


JACKSONVILLE,  NC  —  Bob  Martin, 
gay  liberationist  and  founder,  in  1966, 
of  Columbia  University’s  Student 
Homophile  League,  has  been  arrested 
and  charged  with  felony  for  posses¬ 
sion  of  over  an  ounce  of  marijuana  in 
this  small  Southern  town.  According  to 
Jacksonville,  North  Carolina,  police 
officers,  suspicion  of  homosexuality 
was  sufficient  ground  for  a  warrantless 
search  of  Martin’s  room.  Martin, 
arrested  on  December  30,  is  now  free 
on  $1,500  bail,  after  spending  a  week 
in  the  Jacksonville,  jail.  His  trial  was  set 
for  late  February. 

According  to  testimony  by  officers 
Sam  Hudson  and  Paul  Buchanan  at 
Martin’s  preliminary  hearing  January 
13,  the  search  of  Martin’s  motel  room 
was  justified  by  a  need  to  look  for 
evidence  of  “homosexuality”  after  the 
defendant  was  stopped  with  two 
Marines  in  the  motel  parking  lot  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning. 

According  to  the  defendant,  Martin 
was  initially  arrested  for  urinating  in 
the  darkened  parking  lot,  by  members 
of  the  Special  Operations  Division  of 
the  Jacksonville  PoliceForce.  who  then 
conducted  a  search  of  his  motel  room, 
discovering  the  marijuana  while 
searching  his  baggage. 

Police,  however,  testified  that 
Martin  was  only  told  that  he  “could  be 
arrested”  for  urinating  in  the  parking 
lot,  and  that  Martin  had  then  volun¬ 
tarily  consented  to  a  search  of  his 
room. 


“The  day  I  consent  to  a  warrantless 
search  will  be  the  day  the  Pope  builds 
an  abortion  clinic  in  Vatican  City,” 
said  the  defendant. 

Martin  could  receive  up  to  five  years 
on  the  charge. 

Martin’s  Jacksonville  attorney, 
Jeffrey  S.  Miller,  plans  to  file  a  motion 
to  supress  the  evidence  on  the  grounds 
that  the  search  was  unconstitutional 
under  the  Fourth  Amendment  which 
guaranteees  the  “right  of  the  people  to 
be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses. 


papers,  and  effects,  against  unreason¬ 
able  searches  and  seizures.” 

In  Los  Angeles,  the  Rev.  Troy  Perry, 
founder  and  moderator  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Churches 
announced  the  establishment  of  a 
defense  fund.  A  personal  friend  of 
Martin,  Perry  said,  “Bob  needs  our 
help,”  and  asked  that  funds  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  Bob  Martin 
Legal  Defense  Fund,  c/o  UFMCC, 
P.O.  Box  5570,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
90055. 


‘Umbrella’  Group  Forms  in  Boston 


BOSTON  —  A  newly-formed  Gay 
Community  Chapter  of  an  organiza¬ 
tion  called  the  Human  Achievement 
Foundation  hopes  to  establish  itself  as 
an  umbrella  group  for  a  variety  of  gay 
organizations  in  the  Boston  area.  The 
Boston  group  has  been  established  by 
A1  Bouchard,  who  helped  found  the 
national  Human  Achievement  Founda¬ 
tion.  The  national  group  —  formed  on 
the  West  Coast  —  has  as  its  aim  to 
“promote  and  organize  educational, 
charitable,  cultural,  and  social  oppor¬ 
tunities  available  to  all  persons  for  self- 
discovery,  self-improvement,  and  self 
help.” 

Bouchard  hopes  that  the  Boston 
group  could  set  up  a  gay  library  here 
and  generally  focus  as  a  resource  and 
information  exchange.  Since  the  Hu¬ 
man  Achievement  Foundation  is  recog- 
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nized  as  a  non-profit  foundation,  gay 
organizations  who  affiliate  with  it 
could  benefit  from  this  status. 
However  all  affiliates  would  have  to 
contribute  5%  of  gross  monthly 
income  to  meet  chapter  expenses.  Indi¬ 
viduals  can  become  members  with  a 
$15  fee. 

Boston’s  Gay  Men’s  Center  is 
presently  contemplating  whether  to  be¬ 
come  an  affiliate  of  the  Gay  Commun¬ 
ity  Chapter.  The  Gay  Men’s  Center 
Roundtable  is  divided  as  to  whether  to 
join  at  this  point. 

“It’s  all  just  in  the  planning  stages,” 
acting  executive  director  A1  Bouchard 
told  GCN.  “We  hope  to  choose  a 
board  of  coordinators  from  the 
membership,  during  the  next  two  or 


Bob  Martin 


three  months.  We  will  search  for  a  man 
and  a  woman  to  serve  as  co-coordi¬ 
nators.” 

Bouchard  emphasized  that  “busi¬ 
nesses  come  and  go,  non-profit  organi¬ 
zations  come  and  go.  That’s  why  we 
need  an  umbrella  organization.”  Bou¬ 
chard  said  that  the  organization  would 
not  be  “political”  and  that  although 
the  group  might  seem  at  first  glance  to 
duplicate  the  work  of  other  groups 
such  as  HCHS  or  the  Gay  Speakers 
Bureau,  “duplication  is  not  a  bad 
thing.” 

“We  hope  to  be  broadly  representa¬ 
tional  and  to  serve  as  a  catalyst  to  get 
groups  together,”  Bouchard  said.  In 
addition  to  a  gay  library,  other  plans 
include  a  Gay  Studies  Program. 
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New  Hampshire  Anti-Gay  Bill  Gets  Public  Hearing 


CONCORD,  NH  —  The  New 
Hampshire  Senate  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee  heard  testimony  last  Wednesday  on 
SB  87,  a  bill  that  would  prohibit  gay 
people  from  “consorting  in  a  public 
place.”  The  state’s  governor,  Meldrim 
Thomson,  Jr.,  through  his  counsel 
John  Byk,  sent  a  letter  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  endorsing  the  legislation.  The  bill 
has  also  been  supported  editorially  by 
the  state’s  most  powerful  newspaper, 
William  Loeb’s  Manchester  Union 
Leader. 

Sponsored  by  Sens.  Robert  Monier 
(R-Goffstown),  John  McLaughlin  (D- 
Nashua)  and  D.  Alan  Rock  (R- 
Nashua),  the  proposed  legislation 
would  ban  “adult  persons  of  the  same 
sex  from  consorting  in  a  lewd  and 
licentious  manner.” 

Sen.  Monier,  one  of  the  bill’s  co¬ 
sponsors,  told  the  committee  that  “... 
as  an  elected  representative  of  the 
people,  I  don’t  have  to  consent  to  such 
public  displays  through  silence,  which 
in  a  sense  condones  such  activities.” 
Monier  was  questioned  at  length  by 
Committee  chairperson  David  H. 
Bradley  (R-Hanover),  who  voiced 
reservations  about  whether  or  not  the 
proposed  bill  was  constitutional. 

Former  Nashua  Rep.  Gloria  Belzil 
told  the  committee  that  homosexual 
activity  must  be  confined  to  the  bed¬ 
room.  “This  has  gone  too  darn  far,” 
she  said.  “It’s  now  in  public  view  and 


people  are  acting  like  barnyard 
animals,”  she  asserted.  Belzil  was 
backed  up  by  one  of  the  bill’s  co¬ 
sponsors,  Sen.  D.  Alan  Rock  who  said 
he  wanted  to  keep  this  “sickness” 
from  public  view. 

In  testimony  against  the  proposed 
legislation.  Sen.  Mary  Louise  Hancock 
(D-Concord)  said  that  she  would  sup¬ 
port  the  bill  if  it  were  amended  to 
include  lewd  and  licentious  behavior 
for  everyone,  including  heterosexuals. 
“I  can  become  just  as  offended  by  such 


“Senator  Robert  Monier  (R-Goffs- 
town),  Senator  D.  Alan  Rock  (R- 
Nashua)  and  Senator  John  McLaugh¬ 
lin  (D-Nashua)  deserve  great  credit  and 
support  for  introducing  a  bill  which 
would  prohibit  homosexuals  from 
‘consorting  in  a  public  place.’  The 
legislation  would  also  prohibit  ‘adult 
persons  of  the  same  sex  from  consort¬ 
ing  in  a  lewd  and  licentious  manner.’ 

“The  senators  announced  they  were 
filing  the  bill  because  of  a  recent  court 
hearing  which  rejected  any  attempt  by 
the  trustees  of  the  University  System  of 
New  Hampshire  to  try  to  limit  the 


activities  on  the  part  of  mixed  couples 
as  I  can  over  those  of  persons  of  the 
same  sex,”  she  stated. 

Rep.  James  Burchell  (D-Rochester) 
attacked  the  bill  as  based  on  “fear, 
prejudice  and  political  gaming.”  “I 
find  that  what  is  most  heatedly  voiced 
as  what  is  most  ‘moral,’  what  is  most 
‘correct’  is  that  which  is  based  on  fear, 
ignorance,  deceit  and  an  urge  to 
control  the  lives  of  others,”  said 
Burchell. 

The  bill  was  also  criticized  by 


social  activities  of  ‘gay  students’  and 
their  organizations. 

“Senator  Monier  put  it  very  well 
when  he  said,  ‘The  tawdry  militancy 
being  shown  by  homosexuals  in  their 
consorting  in  public  places  has  to  be 
challenged  with  legislative  action  in 
order  to  preserve  the  basic  morality 
that  they  so  publicly  and  blatantly 
thwart.’ 

“In  conclusion  Senator  Monier  said, 
‘The  thrust  of  this  legislation  is  to 
eliminate  from  public  view,  and  there¬ 
fore  from  public  observation,  any  such 
unnatural  activities.  We  do  not  feel 


Laconia  school  teacher  Leonard 
Corbin  who  questioned  whether  there 
was  any  pressing  need  for  such  a  bill. 

It  is  not  known  when  the  committee 
will  act  on  the  bill.  New  Hampshire 
became  the  18th  state  in  the  nation  to 
repeal  its  laws  governing  private  sexual 
behavior  as  part  of  a  1975  revision  of 
the  state’s  rape  laws.  Governor  Thom¬ 
son  —  long  an  opponent  of  gay  rights 
—  was  unaware  of  the  repeal  until  the 
gay  press  brought  it  to  his  attention  last 
September. 


that  the  people  of  this  state  support 
this  kind  of  disgraceful  behavior  and 
they  will  support  our  efforts  to  curtail 
'this  type  of  public  activity.’ 

“THIS  NEWSPAPER  FINDS  IT 
VERY  REFRESHING  AND  ENCOUR¬ 
AGING  WHEN  LEGISLATORS  IN 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE  WILL  STAND 
UP  AND  SUPPORT  ACTION  TO 
MAINTAIN  DECENT  AND  MORAL 
STANDARDS  IN  THE  GRANITE 
STATE.” 

—  From  an  editorial  in  the  Manchester 
Union  Leader,  Feb.  25,  1977. 


Another  Brouhaha  Hits  New  York  Pride  Planning 


By  Alan  Bowne 
Reprinted  from  News  West 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Christopher 
Street  Liberation  Day  Committee  — 
host  to  the  East’s  largest  gay  march  — 
is  moving  ahead  with  its  plans  for  next 
summer’s  events  in  the  midst  of  a  brou¬ 
haha  over  funds  involving  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  last  year’s  committee. 

CSLDC  ’77  has  voted  to  undertake 
litigation  against  the  ’76  committee 
members  in  small  claims  court. 

The  strife  and  dissension  marking 
last  year’s  events  has,  then,  resurfaced 
in  a  new  guise.  For  gay  people  outside 
New  York  City,  the  spectacle  of  last 
year’s  CSLD  acrimony  —  for  a  period 
two  seperate  marches  were  planned  — 
was  a  source  of  some  puzzlement  and 
confusion. 

CSLDC  ’76  was  at  loggerheads  with 
a  group  calling  itself  CSLD,  Inc.  The 
former  group  was  made  up  of  various 
gay  movement  leaders,  most  of  them 
insisting  on  the  political  nature  of  the 
march  and  upon  the  symbolism  of 
marching  uptown  out  of  the  West  Vil¬ 
lage  gay  ghetto.  The  latter  was  com¬ 
posed  of  conservative  or  a-political  in¬ 
dependents  and  business  interests  who 
insisted  that  the  march  was  properly  a 
“parade”  not  political  in  nature, 
which  ought  to  culminate  on  Chris¬ 
topher  itself  for  a  gay  festival.  Charges 
of  “radicalism”  and  “mafia  influ¬ 
ence”  were  thrown  back  and  forth  be¬ 
tween  the  two  groups. 

The  schism  went  deep  and  affected 
every  gay  organization  in  a  town  not 
particularly  noteworthy  for  its  political 
cohesion. 

When  in  April  of  1976  CSLD,  Inc. 
decided  not  to  stage  its  downtown 
march,  efforts  were  made  at  establish¬ 
ing  an  uneasy  truce  between  the  two 
groups.  As  matters  transpired,  the 
march  coursed  uptown  to  Central  Park 
for  a  political  rally,  after  which  the 
15,000  marchers  repaired  —  with  an 
estimated  100,000  others  —  to  Christ¬ 
opher  Street  for  a  festival  coordinated 
by  CSLD,  Inc. 

The  famous  “split”  nevertheless  re¬ 


mains,  only  exacerbated  by  internal 
disputes  in  both  camps. 

CSLD,  Inc.,  led  by  “Mama”  Jean 
De  Vente,  a  woman  well  known  to  the 
Village  community,  has  stated  that  it 
has  again  applied  for  a  downtown  pa¬ 
rade  permit.  De  Vente  further  claims  to 
be  a  liaison  between  the  festival  people 
and  CSLDC  ’77.  Though  confusing 
reports  from  Police  Headquarters  raise 
some  question  as  to  the  existence  of  the 
CSLD,  Inc.  permit  application,  it  has 
in  any  case  been  maintained  by  Emer¬ 
son  Skeens,  coordinator  of  this  year’s 
festival,  that  “Jean  De  Vente  does  not 
represent  the  festival”  and  that  she  “is 
not  recognized  as  a  liaison  between  the 
festival  and  any  other  group.”  Skeens 
and  various  business  and  entertain¬ 
ment  interests  are  planning  two  days  of 
cabaret  theatre  and  musical  shows  on 
Christopher  Street  “completely  separ¬ 
ate  from  any  march”  uptown  or  down. 

On  the  other  side,  CSLDC  ’77  has 
been  locked  in  a  slow  struggle  over  dis¬ 
bursement  of  last  year’s  funds  with 
CSLDC  ’76,  a  dispute  that  has  drawn 
headlines  in  The  Villager,  a  local 
straight  paper.  According  to  CSLDC 
'll  chairperson  Martin  Walker,  mo¬ 
nies  were  collected  during  last  year’s 
rally  with  no  record  of  a  deposit, 
checks  in  the  amount  of  $250  written  to 
cash  and  not  credited,  and  checks  to 
two  creditors  in  the  amount  of  $325  re¬ 
turned  for  insufficient  funds,  though 
bank  records  show  that  the  last  named 
checks  had  been  written  after  a  bank 
statement  had  been  issued  showing  a 
balance  considerably  less  than  the 
amounts  involved.  The  bounced 
checks,  uncredited  checks,  and  bank 
records  have  been  documented  and  are 
in  the  possession  of  CSLDC  ’77. 

Walker  and  this  year’s  committee  — 
made  up  of  members  from  Gay  Acti¬ 
vists  Alliance  and  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  as  well  as  inde¬ 
pendents  —  has  assumed  responsibility 
for  the  outstanding  debts  and  has 
voted  to  sue  three  members  of  CSLDC 
’76  for  misappropriation  of  funds  in 
small  claims  court. 


CSLDC  ’76  chairperson  Jim  Owles, 
long-time  activist  and  a  leading  light  in 
the  Gay  Political  Union,  is  named  in 
the  suit  along  with  last  year’s  treasurer 
Peter  Persson  and  writer  Arnie  Kantro- 
witz,  these  three  having  been  author¬ 
ized  to  co-sign  all  checks  and  thus  le¬ 
gally  responsible  for  last  year’s  finan¬ 
cial  dealings.  Both  Owles  and  Kantro- 
witz  say  they  know  nothing  of  any  mis¬ 
management,  nothing  of  what 
happened  to  monies  collected  at  last 
year’s  rally,  and  that  Persson  had  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  finances. 

Owles  further  stated  that  CSLDC 
'll  has  launched  a  concerted  effort  “to 
discredit  movement  people.”  He  said 
that  he  was  elected  specifically  to  chair 
last  year’s  meetings,  that  financial  ca¬ 
sualness  has  been  endemic  to  all  the 
CSLD  volunteer  committees,  and  that 
last  year’s  situation  was  particularly 
“stressful.”  He  reiterated  that  treasur¬ 
er  Persson  was  “entirely  responsible” 
for  deposits  and  disposition  of  funds. 

Numerous  messages  left  at  Persson’s 
office  produced  no  response. 
According  to  Walker,  Persson  claimed 
to  have  sent  the  CSLDC  ’76  books  to 
Walker  by  certified  mail,  but  Walker 
says  he  never  received  them,  nor  has  he 
been  presented  with  any  proof  of  certi¬ 
fication. 

One  of  those  most  hurt  by  last  year’s 
alleged  financial  mismanagement  is 
Steve  Ault,  gay  activist  in  the  July  4 
Coalition.  It  was  Ault  who  shelled  out 
over  $300  to  pay  for  the  audio  set-up  at 
last  year’s  rally;  the  reimbursement 
check  subsequently  issued  to  Ault  by 
Persson  promptly  bounced.  Repeated 
efforts  by  Ault  and  CSLDC  'll  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  accounting  from  Persson  have 
met  with  no  response,  excepting  for 
one  apparently  fruitless  discussion  be¬ 
tween  Walker  and  Persson.  The  former 
CSLD  treasurer  has  not  appeared  be¬ 
fore  CSLD  'll,  as  requested  by  the 
committee. 

“We’re  sick  of  gays  sweeping  irres¬ 
ponsibility  under  the  rug  supposedly 
for  the  good  of  the  movement,”  com¬ 
mented  Walker.  “We  do  not  accuse 


anyone  but  Owles,  Persson  and  Kant- 
rowitz  of  anything  but  failing  to  ac¬ 
count  for  funds  disbursed  last  year.  We 
are  only  interested  in  an  honest  airing 
of  the  problems.  This  committee  won’t 
be  able  to  function  unless  responsi¬ 
bility  for  last  year’s  mismanagement  is 
properly  assigned,  so  thick  are  the  ru¬ 
mors  flying  around.” 

The  question  is,  however,  whether 
Walker  and  his  committee  will  be  able 
to  maintain  their  equilibrium  in  a  situ¬ 
ation  potentially  even  more  explosive 
than  last  year’s.  CSLDC  'll  has  al¬ 
ready  been  undercut  by  an  anony¬ 
mously  written  and  circulated  attack 
on  last  year’s  committee,  which  the 
Villager  article  strongly  implied  had 
been  issued  by  this  year’s  committee, 
when  in  fact  CSLDC  'll  has  deplored 
the  document  as  “slanderous.”  Never¬ 
theless,  the  upshot  has  been  the  alien¬ 
ation  of  many  persons  and  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Church  of  the  Beloved  Dis¬ 
ciple,  that  worked  hard  during  last 
year’s  march  and  that  were  specifically 
attacked  in  the  anonymous  document. 

As  to  the  credibility  of  Jean  De 
Vente,  whom  CSLDC  'll  has  thus  far 
accepted  as  liaison  to  the  festival  peo¬ 
ple,  Walker  and  the  others,  though 
obviously  perturbed  at  the  Skeens  dis¬ 
avowal  of  CSLD,  Inc.,  have  at  present 
no  comment  to  make.  It  is  not  an  in¬ 
significant  problem:  Police  Headquar¬ 
ters  has  told  Walker  that  if  another 
conflict  arises  this  year,  no  parade  per¬ 
mits  at  all  will  be  issued  to  either  of  the 
groups. 

Walker  and  his  committee  call  them¬ 
selves  an  “a-political”  body  hoping  to 
provide  an  open  forum  for  gay  opin¬ 
ions,  political  and  otherwise,  at  this 
summer’s  events.  CSLDC  'll  planned 
a  fund-raising  dance  on  March  5  at 
West  Side  Discussion  Group  head¬ 
quarters  in  order  to  get  out  their  first 
mailing  to  local  and  northeastern  gay 
organizations,  by  which  they  hope  to 
gain  wider  representation  on  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Thus  far  their  town  hall  meet¬ 
ings  have  been  poorly  attended. 
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Boston  Police 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

They  did,  and  he  asked,  “Are  you 
hustling?”  They  responded  with  a 
“yes”  and  he  responded  with  a  badge. 
Entrapment?  Sure  sounds  like  it. 

Those  arrests  have  now  stopped,  it 
seems.  Fortunately  for  the  police,  all  of 
the  men  arrested  on  that  charge  were 
given  public  defenders.  As  is  usually 
the  case,  the  people  who  could  afford 
an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  don’t  get  caught.  (The  court 
would  quite  likely  strike  down  the  ordi¬ 
nance,  since  under  the  1974  Balthazar 
case,  a  sex  act  is  not  “unlawful”  if 
done  between  consenting  adults  in 
private.  Soliciting  for  a  lawful  act, 
therefore,  should  be  no  more  illegal 
than  asking  someone  to  play  tennis.) 


The  residents  do  complain.  But  there 
are  special  circumstances  in  this  case. 
One  of  the  loudest  complainers  is 
Walter  Koltun  of  the  Neighborhood 
Association  of  the  Back  Bay,  who  lives 
at  39  Marlborough  Street,  and  is 
reportedly  friendly  with  the  new  police 
commissioner,"  Joseph  Jordan,  himself 
a  former  commander  of  District  4. 
Until  last  September,  Gary  Hayes, 
staff  assistant  to  the  police  commis¬ 
sioner  (and  liaison  with  the  gay  com¬ 
munity)  lived  at  302  Berkeley  Street  (at 
Marlborough).  And,  of  course,  Barney 
Frank  himself  lives  across  the  street 
from  it  all  at  18  Commonwealth 
Avenue. 

Is  there  a  solution  to  The  Block? 
Frank  says  he  will  defend  the  right  of 
gay  people  to  cruise  in  places  like  the 


Anita  Gets  Contract  Back 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

recently  and  who  is  involved  with  the 
Dade  County  Coalition  for  the 
Humanistic  Rights  of  Gays,  told  GCN 
that  he  expects  a  referendum  “within 
60  days.”  “It  will  happen  at  the  end  of 
May  or  beginning  of  June  at  the  abso¬ 
lute  latest,”  he  said.  The  Coalition 
hopes  to  raise  a  “war  chest”  of 
$500,000  to  fight  Bryant’s  crusade. 

National  Crusade 

Bryant  has  indicated  that  she  intends 
to  fight  against  the  national  gay  rights 
bill  as  well.  “It  is  the  expressed  wish  of 
some  25  members  of  Congress  to 
impose  on  the  entire  nation  a  law 
which  would,  like  the  Metro’s  unpopu¬ 
lar  ordinance,  enable  homosexuals  to 
recruit  our  children  by  gaining  an  arti¬ 
ficial  mandate  of  social  acceptance,” 
she  said  at  a  March  1  news  conference. 
“Therefore,  I  wish  to  announce  that 
while  our  focus  on  Dade  County  will 
continue,  I  shall  personally  do  every¬ 
thing  within  my  power,  and  with  the 
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continued  help  of  God,  to  help  Ameri¬ 
cans  everywhere  in  fighting  for  our 
children’s  right  to  grow  up  in  an 
atmosphere  in  which  sexual  sickness 
cannot  be  perpetrated  as  a  matter  of 
public  policy.” 


Esplanade  or  Fenway,  or  around  Grey¬ 
hound,  where  there  are  no  residents.  In 
his  book,  City  Police,  Jon  Rubin¬ 
stein  explains  the  profound  respect  that 
police  have  for  residents  of  a  neighbor¬ 
hood,  as  opposed  to  non-residents.  I 
know  I  wouldn’t  want  people  on  my 
front  stairs  all  hours  of  the  night. 

But  clearly,  the  Back  Bay  possesses  a 
less  threatening  atmosphere  than  the 
bus  station.  Furthermore,  almost  every 
city  in  the  country  has  a  Block.  In  New 
York,  it’s  53rd-3rd-54th-2nd.  In  Man¬ 
chester  (NH),  it  surrounds  the  local  bus 
station.  In  Los  Angeles,  it’s  Selma 
Avenue.  Admittedly,  though,  few  of 
these  other  hustling/cruising  spots  are 
in  residential  areas. 

There  is  another  side  to  this,  of 
course.  There  are  those  who  say  that 
gay  people  are  as  much  entitled  to  the 
use  of  the  streets  as  anyone  else.  It  is 
true  that  some  of  the  Block  traffic 
could  be  due  to  the  fact  that  Berkeley  is 
the  only  street  in  the  Back  Bay  that 
leads  into  Storrow  Drive,  and  Routes 
2,  93,  and  95  —  unlike  the  Bay  Village, 
which  has  no  major  highways  running 
through  it.  Certainly,  a  thoroughfare 
like  Commonwealth  Avenue  could  be 
expected  to  have  lots  of  traffic  regard¬ 


less  of  the  hour,  and  yes,  this  is  not 
Newton,  but  an  urban  neighborhood, 
just  steps  away  from  hotels,  bars,  and 
theaters.  And  The  Block  is  not  100% 
residential  either:  The  First  Lutheran 
Church  is  at  299  Berkeley  Street, 
Atlantic  Monthly  offices  are  at  8 
Arlington  Street,  while  the  Boston 
Center  for  Adult  Education  is  at  5 
Commonwealth  Avenue,  to  name  a 
few. 

People  with  lots  of  money  can  meet 
others  in  bars.  But  some  men  can’t 
afford  bars,  and,  in  fact,  must  prosti¬ 
tute  themselves  just  to  survive.  And 
even  in  prostitution,  the  man  with  the 
money  escapes  untouched,  since  it’s 
the  only  crime  in  which  it  is  illegal  to 
sell  something  but  not  to  buy  it. 

Placing  a  uniformed  officer  on  The 
Block  is  certainly  a  fair  compromise, 
and  is  quite  likely  to  do  more  good  (for 
the  residents)  than  the  insidious  use  of 
plainclothes  officers.  It  is  doubtless 
better  than  entrapping  men,  as  it 
prevents  the  street  activity  from  even 
starting.  Having  been  unable  to  abolish 
street  cruising,  the  police  now  believe 
that  they  will  be  able  to  relocate  it. 
Time  will  tell  whether  another  part  of 
the  city  can  absorb  Tlje  Block. 
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Shively  Speaks  on  Anarchism,  Sex,  and  Fascism 


By  Rudy  Kikel 

Some  of  the  75-100  people  who  had 
gathered  at  MIT  last  Friday  night  to 
hear  a  talk  on  “Sex  and  Anarchism” 

—  in  a  lecture  series  sponsored  by 
“Black  Rose,”  a  Boston-based  group 
of  anarchists  and  libertarian  socialists 

—  quite  visibly  squirmed  in  their  seats 
as  Charley  Shively  was  introduced  as 
having  come  to  discuss  anarchism 
“and  its  relation  to  cocksucking,  rim¬ 
ming,  and  indiscriminate  promiscu¬ 
ity.”  Shortly  thereafter  adding  “baby 
buggering”  to  his  topics  of  inquiry, 
Shively  let  it  be  known  that  he  was  no 
mere  apologist  for  homosexuality,  that 
he  was  not  about  to  excuse  behavior 
most  gay  spokespersons  would 
probably  consider  irrelevant  or  tangen¬ 
tial  to  a  discussion  of  homosexual 
liberation.  Of  course  Shively  is  not 
interested  in  society’s  “acceptance”;  as 
he  has  said  over  and  over  in  the  pages 
of  Fag  Rag,  sex  acts  are  in  themselves 
for  him  acts  “of  revolution.” 

He  started  off  by  airing  his  view  that 
the  state  has  no  right  to  forbid  volun¬ 
tary  sexual  behavior.  Then  he  indicated 
topics  with  which  his  talk  would  not  be 
concerned:  the  sex  lives  of  radical 
theoreticians  (“which  anarchists 
sucked  toes,  which  were  foot  fetishists, 
etcetera”)  and  the  family  as  a  repres¬ 
sive  institution.  The  audience  was 
referred  to  the  pages  of  Fag  Rag  and 
Jonathan  Katz’s  Gay  American  Histo¬ 
ry  for  information  about  who  was 
homosexual  (Bakunin),  who  was 
sympathetic  to  the  cause  (Emma 
Goldman),  and  who  was  homophobic 


(Marx  and  Engels).  His  listeners  were 
asked  to  consult  Wilhelm  Reich  on  the 
topic  of  the  family  as  a  “core  institu¬ 
tion”  of  repression  and  a  training 
ground  for  the  authoritarian  person¬ 
ality. 

What  Shively  wanted  to  talk  about 
instead  was  “sexual  intercourse”  — 
or,  as  he  clarified  his  subject  in  dis¬ 
cussion,  what  he  says  has  been  mistak¬ 
enly  considered  synonymous  to  it:  “the 
missionary  position.”  Citing 
references  by  Ti-Grace  Atkinson  to 
“sexual  intercourse  as  an  institution” 
( Amazon  Odyssey),  it  is  not  true, 
claimed  Shively,  that  if  you  “just  let 
kids  go,  they  will  jump  into  bed  and 
hump  in  ‘the  good  ole  way’  .  .  .  .”  If 
we  think  the  missionary  position  is 
natural,  he  said,  it  is  only  because  we 
have  been  so  instructed  by  “God,  the 
Family,  and  the  State,”  institutions 
that  Shively  branded  as  “fascistic”: 
“That  everything  should  be  one  way  is 
a  fascist  idea.” 

Are  there  alternatives?  Shively  said 
there  were.  Along  with  any  sexual  be¬ 
havior  that  society  considers  perverse 
(in  a  forthcoming  Fag  Rag  he  promised 
an  essay  on  “Necrophilia  as  an  Act  of 
Revolution”),  he  said  that  homosexual 
acts  can  function  as  weaponry  against 
“fascism.”  To  be  sure,  there  are 
homosexuals  that  he  would  consider 
“reactionary”  —  among  them  gay 


Charlie  Shively 


churchgoers,  “Gays  for  Carter,”  gay 
football  players  (David  Kopay)  and 
gay  “war  criminals”  (Leonard  Matlo- 
vich).  However,  precisely  because  we 
do  not  learn  how  to  be  gay  from  insti¬ 
tutions  (“It  is  not  God,  family,  or 
State  that  makes  us  queer.  We  make 
ourselves!”),  the  radical  potential  of 
homosexuality  resides  in  its  capacity  to 
free  us  from  conventional  notions  of 


and  so  enslavement  by  religion,  roles, 
and  party  politics. 

His  sense  of  history  may  have  been  a 
little  weak:  did  the  missionary  position 
really  only  become  popular  “a  little 
before  the  Victorian  period”?  And  he 
may  too  freely  have  bandied  the  term 
“fascism”  about;  if  it  is  a  “fascist 
idea”  that  “everything  should  be  one 
way,”  then  isn’t  he,  Shively,  a  fascist 
in  his  rigorous  notions  about  what 
elements  in  the  homosexual  commun¬ 
ity  deserve  to  be  considered  progres¬ 
sive?  But  he  did  seem  to  delight  his 
audience  with  his  remarks  —  not  least 
because  of  the  amusing  nature  of  his 
confidences  (“I  like  to  commit  the 
abominable  and  detestable  crime 
against  nature  every  day  if  I'm  able”) 
and  his  generally  informal  tone. 

If  it  often  sounded  as  if  human 
beings  were  to  be  treated  —  as  the  say¬ 
ing  goes  —  “like  objects”  (1  overheard 
one  member  of  the  audience  mention 
that  he  had  difficulty  imagining  many 
of  the  evening’s  proposals  made,  say, 
by  a  lesbian  feminist),  still  the  talk  was 
expansive  in  the  best  sense:  in  getting 
his  audience  to  confront  —  and  in 
some  cases  presumably  to  consider  -- 
incest  and  bestiality  as  sexual  alterna¬ 
tives,  Shively  brought  to  light  matters 
that  I  suspect  many  of  us  —  straight 
and  gay  —  prefer  not  to,  perhaps  dare 
not  think  about,  much  less  discuss. 
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“I  think  that  anytime  people  get  involved  in  ask¬ 
ing  themselves  who  they  are,  a  great  many  of 
those  people  will  find  out  they’re  gay.  ” 


By  David  Holland 

For  most  of  us,  dancing  has  become 
a  corner  of  our  weekends.  Like  other 
aspects  of  our  Life,  it  too  has  a  specific 
time  and  place.  It  is  programmed 
entertainment  executed  principally  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  10:00  and  2:00  on 
your  individual  choice  of  either  Friday 
or  Saturday  night. 

Yet  for  some,  the  corner  is  stretched 
to  encompass  twenty-four  hours  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week,  fifty-two  weeks  of 
each  year.  It  is  What  is  Important, 
What  is  Most  Serious,  What  is  Life 
Itself. 

“I  had  never  seen  any  dancing 
before.  To  me  it  was  kind  of  like  light¬ 
ning  striking,”  Ron  Cunningham,  who 
is  Resident  Choreographer  for  the 
Boston  Ballet,  reminisces  of  his  attrac¬ 
tion  to  Dance.  At  the  age  of  23  he  left 
behind  a  career  in  advertising.  He 
continues,  ‘‘There  was  a  girl  from 
Berlin  who  had  just  come  to  the  States 
while  I  was  in  school.  She  began  teach¬ 
ing  dancing.  She  had  the  look  and 
mystique  of  Garbo.  I  could  hardly 
understand  a  thing  she  was  talking 
about  but  I  knew  she  was  into  Dance! 
At  first  I  thought  it  seemed  like  a  fun 
thing  to  do,  kind  of  a  kick,  so  I  began 
taking  some  classes  but  didn’t  learn 
very  much.  One  evening  she  dragged 
me  off  to  see  Nureyev  dance.  It  was  the 
first  year  he  had  escaped  from  Russia. 
He  spent  that  initial  year  in  Chicago  so 
I  saw  one  of  his  very  first  perform¬ 
ances. 

‘‘It  was  like  electricity.  I  remember 
having  two-dollar  tickets  to  sit  in  the 
balcony.  When  he  got  finished  1 
wanted  to  throw  myself  off  the  bal¬ 
cony.  I  wasn’t  even  sophisticated 
enough  to  know  what  he  was  doing  but 
whatever  it  was,  it  was  incredible.  I 
said  to  myself,  ‘I  can  do  that.’  No,  I 
didn’t  say  I  can  do  that,  I  said  ‘I  have 
to  do  that!’  ” 

Although  he  had,  others  thought, 
recklessly  tossed  aside  an  important 
career,  he  doggedly  pursued  the  chal¬ 
lenge. 


‘‘I  wanted  a  new  lifestyle,”  he  .re¬ 
marks.  ‘‘It  wasn’t  Broadway  and  the 
neon  lights.  It  was  finding  something  I 
could  dedicate  my  life  to,  something 
that  was  fulfilling  to  me. 

‘‘As  a  choreographer  the  important 
part  is  not  putting  works  on  stage  but 
making  them;  working  in  the  studios 
with  the  dancers  is  essential.  It’s  a 
beautiful  thing  that  happens.  And  it’s 
not  as  if  I  make  the  dances,  we,  the 
dancers  and  I,  make  it  together.  These 
are  the  kinds  of  things  in  other  life¬ 
styles  you  don’t  get.  For  me  it’s  a  way 
to  touch  people  in  a  way  that  putting 
numbers  on  paper  can  never  achieve.” 

David  Drummond  and  Laura 
Young,  both  noted  and  long-term 
dancers  with  the  Boston  Ballet,  were, 
in  some  senses,  attracted  similarly  to 
Dance. 

‘‘It  was  the  physicality,”  David  says. 
‘‘Moving  to  music  appealed  to  me.”  In 
the  development  of  his  career  he  has 
been  cast  as  an  allegro  dancer  —  one 
with  the  ability  of  power,  speed,  and 
precision.  ‘‘It’s  what  my  body  does 
best.  I  pick  up  steps  and  combinations 
very  fast  so  people  keep  pushing  to  go 
faster.  That’s  a  challenge  in  itself  — 
one  I  will  always  accept. 

‘‘I’m  basically  lazy,”  he  admits  with 
a  sputter  of  laughter.  ‘‘Therefore,  if 
someone  gives  me  this  challenge  to 
move  faster  and  faster,  I  will  always 
take  it.” 

Laura,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  lyric 
dancer.  The  movements  are  more 
slowly  structured,  one  might  say,  more 
musical.  Lyrical  dancing  conjures  up 
image  of  flaxen-haired  girls  toeing 
lightly,  in  long,  white  gossamer  gowns, 
near  a  lazy  summer  stream.  It  is,  to  use 
the  term  appropriately,  classical  ballet. 

‘‘It  is  the  physical  activity,”  she 
says.  ‘‘The  striving  for  perfection,  the 
enjoyment  it  brings  to  myself,  and  the 
enjoyment  I  hope  I  bring  to  others.” 
The  late-20th  century  has  been  a  time 
of  transition  for  many.  It  is  not 
uncommon  for  people  to  make  major 


career  shifts  at  varying  points  in  their 
lives.  Not  so  for  Laura.  ‘‘I  have  been 
doing  this  all  my  life  and  it  has  taken  so 
long  to  achieve  where  I  am  now  that  I 
can’t  see  throwing  it  out  the  window  to 
try  something  else.  By  the  time  I  do  try 
something  else  it  will  be  too  late  for  me 
to  come  back  to  this.” 

A  recurrent  theme  of  the  dancer  is 
Discipline.  On  asking  Laura  what 
component  of  Dance  carries  over  to 
her  everyday  life,  she  says,  ‘‘Disci¬ 
pline:  It  Must  Be  In  Order,”  her  voice 
pushes  out  a  staccato  mandate. 
‘‘Everything  must  be  in  order  in  my 
house.  All  the  way  around.” 

Some  time  later,  in  another  room, 
David  echoes  Laura’s  feeling:  ‘‘Disci¬ 
pline  comes  gradually;  the  more  you 
study  the  more  disciplined  you  be¬ 
come.  If  you  don’t,  you  don’t  become 
professional.  You  live  discipline,”  he 
says.  ‘‘I  take  it  home  with  me.  My 
whole  lifestyle  is  in  accordance  with  my 
line  of  work.” 

When  the  public  pours  into  the 
theater  on  an  opening  night  to  see  a 
work  of  Dance  they  are  confronted 
with  personal  statements.  It  is  the  same 
for  all  art:  painting,  writing,  the 
theater,  a  film.  The  choreographer  de¬ 
signs;  the  dancer  executes.  However 
abstract  the  performance  may  appear, 
the  movements  speak;  they  have  a  lan¬ 
guage  of  their  own.  Yet,  for  the  most 
part,  the  audience  is  witnessing  a 
finished  product.  It  is  a  product  that 
has  undergone  many  changes  and,  no 
doubt,  its  share  of  agony.  The  image 
must  be  complete  with  every  punctua¬ 
tion,  every  movement  skillfully  put  in 
place. 

‘‘The  company  pianist  and  I  began 
working  on  ‘Blackbriar’  about  a  year 
ago.”  Ron  begins  to  discuss  the  con¬ 
struction  of  ‘‘Incident  at  Blackbriar,” 
a  powerfully  designed  piece  around  the 
inner  conflicts  of  two  women.  ‘‘We 
talked  at,  great  length  about  what  we 
were  going  to  say.  We  constructed  an 
elaborate  story  around  the  trio,  and 


then  he  went  off  to  compose  the  music. 
He  later  came  back  with  it  but  I  felt,  as 
I  was  making  the  dance,  the  story 
started  changing. 

“It’s  not  as  if  I  sat  down  and  said  I 
want  my  characters  to  make  this  state¬ 
ment,  so  I  will  make  up  a  movement  to 
make  this  statement. 

“I  work  fairly  intuitively.  I  work 
with  the  music  and  what  it  tells  me  to 
do.  Yet  what  I  come  out  with,  hope¬ 
fully,  is  something  I  may  not  even 
recognize  myself.  Sometimes  I  step 
back  and  look  at  it  and  ask,  ‘Do  I 
really  want  to  say  that  about  myself  in 
public?’  Whatever  it  is,  in  a  way,  I 
guess  I’m  pretty  much  spilling  my  guts 
out  on  the  stage. 

“Usually  that  makes  the  movements 
abstract  enough  that  people,  because  it 
is  a  real  movement,  one  from  Life,  will 
interpret  it  based  on  their  own  life 
experiences. 

“One  woman  came  to  me  and  said, 
though  she  had  tickets  for  the  next 
series,  she  would  spend  time  in  the 
lobby  while  ‘Blackbriar’  was 
performed  because  she  felt  it  too  pain¬ 
ful  to  watch.  She  related  it  to  what  was 
transpiring  between  her  and  her 
daughter.  A  lot  of  people  see  it  as  the 
two  women  being  lovers  and  so,  for 
them,  that’s  what  the  conflict  is. 
Others  still  see  them  siblings.” 

But  whatever  the  artist  designs,  the 
product  requires  two  distinct  compo¬ 
nents:  the  choreographer  and  the 
dancers.  Success  sometimes  can  hinge 
on  how  well  the  two  work  together. 

“Generally,”  Ron  says,  “for  me  to 


“I  wanted  a  new  lifestyle,  not  Broadway  and 
neon  lights.  It  was  finding  something  I  could 
dedicate  my  life  to,  something  that  was  fulfill¬ 
ing  to  me.  ” 
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“Although  I  find  the  Bolshoi  a  bit  circusy  .  .  . 
that  kind  of  athleticism  helped  build  a  stronger 
male  image  as  opposed  to  just  flitting  around 
in  little  chiffon  shirts.  ” 


lance 


work  well  with  a  dancer  I  have  to  be 
able  to  relate  to  that  dancer  in  a  way 
that  we  trust  each  other.  If  I  show  a 
real  movement,  one  that  comes  deep 
from  within  my  life,  I  am  relating 
something  personal  about  myself  to  the 
dancer.  So  you  have  to  have  some 
amount  of  trust  to  share  that.” 

David’s  requirements,  as  the  dancer, 
reflect,  that  same  need  for  trust.  “I 
like  to  work  with  someone  who  basic¬ 
ally  knows  what  he  or  she  wants,  that’s 
all  I  ask  for.  I  feel  like  I’m  very  open. 
I’ll  work  on  any  form  as  long  as  you 
believe  it.” 

How  does  the  choreographer  get  that 
across?  ‘‘They  have  to  believe  it,  that’s 
all.  And  it  will  come  across  if  they  do.” 

Rael  Lamb,  who  is  Artistic  Director 
for  Dance  for  the  New  World  and  a 
prominent  figure  both  in  gay 
society  and  the  society  of  Dance, 
carries  the  feeling  of  trust  even  further: 

‘‘I  get  into  the  ‘movement’  with  my 
dancers.  But  still,  people  want  to  know 
who  you  are  and  in  this  country  people 
want  to  know  where  your  sexuality  lies. 

‘‘I  want  to  know!  If  I’m  working 
with  a  choreographer  that  I  might  fall 
in  love  with,  rather  than  have  myself 
getting  unrequited  love  in  fact,  I  want 
to  know  if  he  is  straight  or  gay  so  I  can 
clear  it  out  of  my  head.  Sometimes  you 
do  look  at  them  like  your  doctor  or  the 
Authority  Figure  or  psychiatrist  and 
you  will  fall  in  love  with  them. 

‘‘It’s  important  to  know  where 
everyone  in  the  room  stands,”  he 
continues.  ‘‘When  I  go  to  touch  some¬ 
body  and  say,  ‘I  want  your  arm  .  .  . 


here,’  I  don’t  want  them  to  think  I’m 
trying  to  make  a  move.  In  a  particular 
situation  they  must  know:  I  know 
you’re  straight,  you  know  I’m  gay  and 
we’re  not  going  to  ‘make  it’  so  just 
make  the  movement  clearly. 

‘‘Sometimes  I  have  to  touch  them, 
or  if  I  demand  a  certain  movement 
between  the  legs  and  they  go,  tee-hee- 
hee,  we  don’t  need  to  know  that.  We 
need  to  know  where  it  is,  where  it’s 
important. 

“I  show  them,  through  my  actions 
and  my  gestures.  I  don’t  take  a  fan  and 
wave  it.  It’s  not  involved  with  being 
piss-elegant.  We  simply  establish:  I  am 
a  man.  I  am  a  homosexual  man.  Other 
than  that  my  technique  is  just  as  pro¬ 
ficient  as  yours,  or  better;  this  is  the 
step  —  let  us  go  about  trying  to  assimi¬ 
late  it.” 

Regardless  of  the  circle  that  one 
travels  in,  ballet  dancers  are  usually 
equated  with  being  gay.  That  is  slowly 
beginning  to  change.  David  Drum¬ 
mond  discussed  that  change: 

“A  long  time  ago  there  weren’t 
many  men  in  Dance.  Those  who  were 
in  ballet  were  very  sensitive  so  there¬ 
fore,  especially  in  America,  because 
they  didn’t  have  the  He-Man  approach 
to  life,  the  sensitivity  was  simply 
mistaken  for  sissiness. 

‘‘People  like  Edward  Viella,  who  is 
more  like  a  sportsman,  very  athletic, 
have  helped  change  the  image.  The 
Russians  have  affected  the  change  as 
well.  They  did  phenomenal  things, 
although  I  find  the  Bolshoi  a  bit 
circusy.  But  that  kind  of  athleticism  in 
the  men  helped  build  a  stronger  male 
image  as  opposed  to  just  flitting 
around  in  little  chiffon  shirts.  Chore¬ 
ographers  have  done  their  part  as  well. 
They  have  gone  beyond  the  Romantic 
Period,  which  was  very  soft  and 
flowing  shirts,  and  developed  stronger, 
more  today,  movements.  So,  it  gives  a 
butcher  image.” 

But  while  straight  men  are  getting 
more  in  touch  with  themselves,  in 


prder  to  relate  to  Dance  in  a  sensitive 
and  technically  adept  way,  gay  men  in 
ballet  and  Dance  still  predominate. 
Why? 

Ron  Cunningham,  from  his  own 
perspective,  offered  a  theory.  ‘‘I  guess 
anything,  any  kind  of  life  style  that’s 
open,  where  people  are  doing  some¬ 
thing  creative,  means  that  you  have  to 
investigate  your  true  self.  I  think  any 
time  that  people  get  involved  in  asking 
themselves  who  they  are,  a  great  many 
of  those  people  will  find  out  that 
they’re  gay.  If,  perhaps,  you’re  in  the 
business  world,  your  life  style,  at  that 
point,  does  not  allow  you  to  ask  your¬ 
self  that  or  even  support  the  question. 
The  theater  or  the  arts  is  simply  more 
open,  and  receptive  to  self-investiga¬ 
tion  or  truth,  if  you  will.” 

Jerry  Puciato,  who  works  closely 
with  Rael  and  Dance  for  the  New 
World  both  as  dancer  and  choreogra¬ 
pher,  feels,  ‘‘I  definitely  think  there  is 
freedom  of  expression,  sexually,  in 
terms  of  being  gay  in  that  it  allows  one 
to  explore  many  different  sides  of  their 
sexuality.  Yet  at  the  same  time  the 
actual  pressure  of  the  outside  society 
and  the  gay  society  itself  creates 
turmoil,  transiency,  and  lack  of  disci¬ 
pline.  I  think  that  gay  people  who  find 
themselves  in  the  arts,  turn  totally  to 
the  arts,  because  they  can  involve 
themselves  totally  in  their  work.  So 
what  is  happening  in  terms  of  their 
sexual  existence,  that  may  not  be 
particularly  positive  at  any  one  time, 
they  don’t  have  to  deal  with.  ” 

Rael,  on  the  other  hand,  relates  the 
appeal  of  Dance  outside  the  realm  of 
theory  and  more  toward  the  realm  of 
the  heart. 

‘‘When  I  began  dancing  I  was  wel¬ 
comed  with:  If  you  are  Good  to  your 
Art,  then  it  will  be  Good  to  you.  So 
anytime  I  had  trouble  with  a  lover  or 
something  similar,  I  would  run  right 
back  to  the  studio  and  drill  myself 
harder.  It  always  paid  off.  Whenever  I 
was  dancing  no  one  could  get  near  me, 


I  couldn’t  be  hurt.  The  depression 
came  after  the  season.” 

Jerry  concludes:  ‘‘Often-times  gay 
people  are  looking  to  somebody  else  to 
provide  something  they  are  particularly 
lacking  themselves.  A  lot  of  times  that 
thing  is  Love  of  Self  and  I  think  the 
discipline  of  the  Arts  helps  to  give  that 
Love  of  Self  even  though  many  times 
it’s  so  tremendously  judgmental  and 
critical.  Yet  at  the  same  time  I  don’t 
think  it’s  very  healthy  to  live  only  for 
that.  You’ve  got  to  have  the  communi¬ 
cation  within  a  relationship  with  some¬ 
one  else  that’s  going  to  fulfill  it  and 
round  it  out.  I  think  that’s  what 
happens  to  a  lot  of  professional 
people;  once  they  get  past  a  certain 
point  in  their  work,  and  they  feel 
secure,  and  they  feel  positive  —  once 
they  get  to  that  point,  which  for  many 
artists  comes  in  their  mid-thirties,  it’s 
then  they  really  want  somebody  to 
share  things  with. 

‘‘I  see  too  many  people  getting 
themselves  into  relationships  when 
they  are  actually  much  too  immature. 
It’s  unfortunate  that  we  don’t  work  in 
the  same  way  towards  a  relationship  as 
we  do  in  the  discipline  of  Dance.  If  we 
were  disciplined  in  the  way  of  how  to 
maintain  a  relationship  and  how  to 
“do”  a  relationship,  as  Dance,  then  we 
would  be  preparing  for  something  that 
may  not  exist  for,  say,  five  years.  Then 
you  are  preparing  yourself  to  fulfill 
yourself  so  at  the  moment  when  some¬ 
one  is  facing  you,  you  can  say,  ‘O.K., 
I’m  ready.’  It’s  the  same  in  the  per¬ 
forming  arts;  you  don’t  get  a  role  until 
you  are  ready  for  it  or  until  you  are 
challenged  to  do  it,  and  then  you  get  it. 

‘‘It’s  the  same  for  the  human  being; 
we  meet  the  people  along  the  way  that 
coordinate  into  our  existence  —  into 
our  lives.  If  we  knew  that  we  were 
constantly  preparing  ourselves  and 
bettering  ourselves  that  would  give  us 
so  much  hope  for  the  times  we  don’t 
have  someone  out  there  or  when  we 
wish  there  were  someone  there.” 


“It’s  important  to  know  where  everyone  in  the 
room  stands.  When  I  go  to  touch  somebody... 
I  don’t  want  them  to  think  I’m  trying  to  make 
a  move.  ” 
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CLUB  NIGHT 


Green  Back 
Balloon  Drop 

on  all  three  floors 


Entre  Nous  Days  of  Equinox 
will  start  Thursday 

CORNBEEF  & 
CABBAGE  BUFFET 

At  8  PM 


MARY  O’FAITH 
AT  THE  PIANO 

With  Irish  Sing  Along 


Pitchers  of  Green  Beer 
Drawing  on  Trip  to  Florida 
Raffles — Door  Prizes 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  20th 

THUNDERBOLTS 
CLUB  DAY 

SUNDAY  BUFFET 

Buy  Two — Get  One  on  The  Cagle 

FASHION  SHOW 
BY THE L&L SHOP 


IRISH  STEW 

5-10  PM 

featuring 

DJ.’s 

WENDY,  JOHN 
&  DANAE 

1270  BOYLSTON  ST. 
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I  Was  a  Gay  Activist  at 


the  Metropolitan  Opera 

_ _ / 


By  Bruce  Michael  Gelbert 

If  Loretta  Lotman  found  it  an 
emotional  experience  being  the  lone 
dyke  at  her  high  school  reunion,  let  me 
tell  you,  neither  was  it  any  bed  of  roses 
being  the  solitary  militant  gay  activist  , 
Metropolitan  Opera  supernumerary. 

Supernumerary,  super  for  short,  is 
the  fancy  official  name  for  spear 
carrier,  the  operatic  equivalent  of  the 
movie  extra,  and  to  be  one  at  the  Met  is 
to  participate  in  one  of  the  lower 
posterior  ends  of  show  business. 
Though  the  position  lacks  the  dignity 
of  the  character  mime,  an  allegedly 
approximate  equivalent  in  some  of  the 
Middle  European  houses,  a  certain 
amount  of  unanticipated  responsibility 
—  specific  musical  cues,  balletic 
staging,  fencing,  etcetera  —  lands  on 
the  shoulders  of  some  of  the  more 
reliable  supers.  Some  of  this  near  solo 
“business”  is  intentionally  not  v 
entrusted  to  the  chorus,  is  expensive  to 
give  to  the  ballet  and  it  is,  quite 
frankly,  stretching  the  rules  of  the 
theatrical  unions  to  give  it  to  non¬ 
union  supers.  It  happens  nonetheless. 

I  was  a  super  from  the  time  I  was 
sixteen  and  a  half  until  just  shortly 
after  my  twenty-third  birthday.  I  made 
my  debut  in  Aida  one  cold  January 
night  in  1968,  thanks  to  a  member  of 
my  parent’s  synagogue,  and  started  onto 
the  road  to  my  sexual  coming  out  after 
the  Triumphal  Scene,  thanks  to  the 
Venezuelan  music  teacher  who  groped 


me  in  the  shower  I  took  to  remove  my 
red  clay  body  makeup. 

After  an  “apprenticeship”  of  taking 
part  in  only  crowd  scenes,  I  graduated 
into  more  noticeable  roles.  I  was  the 
boss’s  “type”  (young,  thin,  dark)  and 
my  popularity  lasted  two  seasons.  I 
killed  it  by  beginning  to  develop  a 
political  awareness.  Like  the  former 
Columbia  student  activist  who  still 
supers  and  is  still  being  needled  there 
about  a  non-existent  latent  penchant 
for  blowing  up  buildings,  I  was 
definitely  odd  one  out. 

Coincidental  with  my  newly 
acquired  activist  approach  to 
oppression  in  the  outside  world,  I 
became  outspoken  about  the  injustices 
in  the  microcosm  of  the  super  room. 
Whim  outweighed  reputation  for 
reliability  when  it  came  to  casting. 
Novelty  was  valued  more  highly  than 
seniority.  I  protested,  in  spite  of 
warnings  from  timid,  but  well-meaning 
colleagues  th|at  “You’ll  get  us  all 
killed”  or  at  least  fired. 

It  was  not  surprising  that  the  people 
who  placed  an  emphasis  on 
“discretion”  and  decried  the  actions  of 
those  of  us  who  were  “rocking  the 
boat”  were  equally  upset  by  my  gay 
and  my  operatic  activism.  They  took 
their  revenge  for  the  latter  by  attacking 
me  for  the  former.  And  while  I  felt 
myself  a  tower  of  strength  and 
righteousness  when  confronting  a 
straight  establishment  oppressor,  I  felt 
vulnerable  under  attack  from  gay 
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brothers  in  whose  name  I  took  it  upon 
myself  to  speak. 

In  those  days  I  didn’t  feel  that  the 
things  1  was  doing  were  for  my  purely 
personal  liberation.  They  seemed  to  be 
on  a  grander  scale  with  effects  that 
would  hopefully  be  sufficiently  far 
reaching  to  benefit  us  all.  I  thought 
of  myself  as  doing  their  liberation 
work  for  them.  I  wanted  a  vote  of 
confidence  from  them  and,  from  a 
small  minority,  words  of 
encouragement  were  forthcoming. 
These  were  from  the  outrageous  ones, 
and  I  retain  a  warm  place  in  my  heart 
for  them.  Recognizeable  to  most 
people  as  gay,  they  had  been  made 
aware  of  their  oppression  and  had  been 
toughened  somewhat  by  the 
experience.  However,  they  had  also 
been  intimidated  by  the  absence  of  a 
supportive  gay  movement  for  so  long 
that  they  could  only  fight  in  very 
personal  ways.  They  supported  me 
because  they  sympathized  with  me 
when  the  other  gays  acted  resentful 
towards  me.  My  boss,  for  example, 
absentmindedly  sketching  on  a  table 
one  day,  began,  “I  don’t  see  what  you 
people  want.  I  feel  perfectly  free  to  do 
exactly  as  I  please  and  nobody  bothers 
me  and  I  don’t  feel  I  have  to  tell 
anybody  what  I  do  in  bed.”  I  started  to 
explain  oppression  to  him  and  he  was 
insensitive  enough  to  get  up  in  the 
middle  of  my  explication  and  begin  a 
casual  conversation  on  the  other  side 


of  the  room. 

A  young  chorus  woman  suggested 
she  might  try  to  “turn  me  straight.” 
One  of  the  dressers  made  a  point  of 
telling  me  that  he  thought  his 
homosexuality  was  an  affliction  and  he 
didn’t  think  he  should  annoy  and 
displease  people  by  confronting  them 
with  it.  During  Gay  Pride  Week,  my 
boss  grudgingly  allowed  me  to  post  a 
notice  for  the  Christopher  Street 
Liberation  Day  march  on  the  same 
bulletin  board,  in  the  super  room, 
where  others  had  put  up  ads  for  drag 
balls.  A  dresser  furiously  tore  it  down. 
He  admonished,  “This  is  not  what  you 
do  in  public,”  and  warned  my  boss 
that  he  could  get  into  trouble. 

I  must  have  wanted  to  stay  at  the 
Met  very  badly  to  have  tolerated  this 
crap.  I  occasionally  contemplated 
populating  the  !A!ida  Triumphal  Scene 
with  Gay  Activists,  unfurling  a  Gay 
Pride  banner  and  letting  loose  with  a 
Gay  Power  chant  during  the  tableau. 
But  I  wanted  to  be  sure  that  I  was 
ready  to  bid  the  company  farewell 
before  attempting  such  a  stunt.  I  never 
did  find  the  opportunity  to  pull  it  off 
—  I  couldn’t  accept  the  notion  of  gay 
people  “zapping”  (and  punishing) 
other  gay  people.  At  any  rate  San 
Francisco  activists  scooped  us  by 
staging  that  very  zap,  arousing  the  ire 
of  the  late  and  presumably 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


PASSIM 

Wed.,  Mar.  23  &  Sat.,  Mar.  26 

2  Shows  Nightly  — 8pm  &  10:30pm 

Allen  Ginsberg 

and  Friends 

47  Palmer  St.,  Harvard  Sq. 492-7679 


DIGNITY/BOSTON 

cordially  invites 

the  Gay  Community  of  Boston 

to  a 

PLANT  AND  BAKE  SALE 


to  be  held  at  the 

Copley  Flair  Card  Shop 

583  Boylston  St.  Boston,  Ma. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  20 

Noon-6pm 


GCN,  March  19, 1977  •  Page  13 


The  Boston  Repertory  Theatre  *~pn\ViitS 


A  comedy  by  JAMES  KIRKWOOD 

P.S. 
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is  dead. 
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A  Lonely  Teen 


By  Chet  S.  Paulinellie 

I  recently  read  in  GCN,  an  ad  in 
which  you  wanted  teens  to  write  you 
concerning  their  lives  as  gays  in  their 
towns,  their  circle  of  friends,  fears, 
hopes,  ie,tc.  I  was  very  glad  to  see  such 
an  ad  because  I  feel  that  very  few 
people  know  how  hard  and  depressing 
it  can  be  to  be  gay  and  live  in  a  very 
small  town  like  1  do. 

To  start  off  with  I’m  17  years  old.  I 
am  in  my  senior  year  of  high  school  at 
the  present  time.  I  live  at  home  with  my 
parents  and  a  sister  who  is  19  years  old. 
None  of  them  knows  that  I  am  gay,  at 
least  not  to  my  knowledge. 

The  town  I  live  in  has  a  population 
of  about  11,000  people.  I  have  lived 
here  practically  all  my  life. 

I  attend  school  in  Du  Bois.  It  is  a 
Catholic  school.  It  is  also  small  as  far 
as  students  go.  There  are  about  250 
students  that  attend  school  there. 
There  is  also  a  public  school  in  Du 
Bois.  Most  of  the  other  kids  in  the 
town  go  there. 

I  find  it  hard  to  live  any  kind  of  a  life 
in  this  town  except  on  a  day  by  day 
basis.  My  home  life  is  depressing.  My 
father  drinks  very  much,  and  many 
times  all  I  can  hear  for  days  is  him  and 
my  mother  fighting.  They  will  scream, 
break  things,  anything  to  get  their 
points  across  to  each  other.  I  haven’t 
and  never  will  get  along  with  either  of 
them.  I  rarely  receive  anything  from 
them,  as  far  as  material  possessions  go. 
My  sister  has  won  them  over  as  far  as 
this  goes.  She  has  received  everything 
she  has  wanted  and  still  does.  She  has 
gone  through  one  year  of  college  and 
then  decided  to  quit.  Now  she  lives  at 
home, works  part-time,  and  pays  them 
five  dollars  a  week  to  live  here.  1  have 
gone  without  so  many  things  all  my 
life,  it  has  become  a  way  of  life  for  me. 

I  went  to  work  when  I  was  13-years- 
old  in  a  hospital.  It  was  not  a  good  job, 
but  at  least  it  was  money.  I  started 
working  weekends  when  I  was  in 
school  and  then  when  summer  came  I 
worked  full  time.  Some  of  my  duties 
included  scrubbing  floors,  washing 
walls,  cleaning  out  toilets,  moping  up 
the  operating  room  after  an  operation, 
and  cleaning  up  the  blood  in  the 
autopsy  room  after  an  autopsy  had 
been  performed.  As  I  said  before,  it 


was  not  the  greatest  job,  but  it  was 
money.  I  worked  at  the  hospital  for  a 
year.  I  could  not  take  any  more  of  it.  I 
then  started  working  at  a  department 
store.  It  also  was  a  rotten  job;  I  only 
worked  there  for  a  month.  With  the 
money  I  had  saved  from  those  two 
jobs,  I  have  managed  to  have  money  to 
this  very  day,  even  though  there  is  not 
much  left.  My  parents  never  offered  to 
give  me  anything,  but  like  I  said 
before,  I  manage. 

Then  there  is  always  school.  I  never 
feel  so  out  of  place  as  I  do  there.  It  is 
totally  straight  with  the  exception  of  a 
lesbian  who  is  my  friend.  I’ve  learned 
to  live  with  the  criticism  that  the 
straights  can  give  my  way.  Sure,  it’s 
depressing,  and  it  hurts  when  you  walk 
down  the  hall  and  you  hear,  “There 
goes  the  FAG,”  but  I  try  not  to  let  it 
get  to  my  nerves.  Many  times  though, 
it  does  and  I  cannot  stop  the  streams  of 
water  from  rolling  down  my  face.  I  just 
try  to  think  of  graduation;  then  I  will 
never  have  to  see  any  of  their  faces 
again. 

As  far  as  my  social  life  goes,  there 
really  isn’t  much  of  one.  Many  nights  I 
just  sit  by  my  window  and  look  out, 
and  wish  I  was  thousands  of  miles 
away  from  here.  But  I  know  that  day 
will  come  soon  enough  —  August  17, 
1977  —  when  I  turn  18. 

As  I  said  before,  I  have  one  friend 
who  is  a  lesbian,  and  who  has  exper¬ 
ienced  a  similar  life  to  mine,  and  I 
know  a  gay  guy  who  is  in  his  30’s.  All 
three  of  us  are  close.  There  has  never 
been  any  sexual  relationship  between 
me  and  the  gay  male  I  know,  probably 


NEW  SHOW 
EVERYWEEK 


}  (2)  New  Show  Everyweek  (g>aa 

&  Boston's  Best  All  Male  Shows! « 


because  of  the  age  difference  between 
us.  If  it  weren’t  for  these  two  people,  I 
can  honestly  say  I  would  not  be  alive 
today.  I  guess  you  can  say  that  we  help 
dry  each  others’  tears.  . 

The  closest  gay  bar  around  here  is  in 
State  College,  69  miles  away.  But  then, 
of  course,  there  is  the  drinking  age  of 
21  in  this  state,  so  when  you  go  there, 
you  tak;  your  chances.  It  is  very  hard 
to  find  a  way  there  and  back  also. 

The  only  fear  I  can  think  of  that  I 
have  in  this  town  is  not  staying  alive 
until  I  am  18  years  old.  I  keep  thinking 
that  somewhere  along  the  line, 
someone  is  going  to  push  me  too  far, 
and  I’ll  either  take  my  own  life  or  run 
away,  which  I  have  tried  before.  I 
didn’t  get  very  far  before  I  was  picked 
up.  I  have  tried  suicide  five  times,  all 
unsuccessful.  I  was  “put  away”  in  a 
mental  institution  for  two  weeks  after 
my  fifth  attempt  at  suicide  by  an  over¬ 
dose  of  pills. 


I  smoke  a  pack  of  cigarettes  a  day, 
occasionally  take  “downers,”  and  use 
marijuana  frequently.  I  consider  these 
all  “helps”  to  make  it  through  the  day. 

My  love-life  leaves  a  lot  to  be 
desired.  I  did,  though,  have  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  an  older  man  when  I  was  13- 
years-old.  He  stayed  with  me  for  a 
year.  This  was  my  first  gay  experience. 
It  started  out  really  well;  we  got  along 
well.  And  then  when  he  saw  how  much 
of  myself  I  had  put  into  him,  he  took 
advantage  of  my  love  by  making  me  go 
to  bed  with  other  men  for  money, 
which  he  received  in  advance.  I  went 
along  with  this  for  about  six  months, 
and  then  told  him  I  could  not  take  it 
any  longer.  He  then  left  me,  taking  all 
my  love  and  trust.  This  took  a  long 
time  to  get  over,  but  I  have. 

After  him,  there  were  a  few  one- 
night-stands,  mostly  horny  men  who 
just  wanted  a  blow-job,  but  never  any 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


19  Arlington  Sr., 
Boston  536-9477 


ock  Ipo 

cneenmcr  room 

OETDA  l 


THE  METRO  RETRO 


MIDNIGHT 
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Minnelli's  The  C  lock 
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Dana  Wood  •  baroque  flute 
Ralph  Richey  •  virginals 
Douglas  Hardin  •  viol 
works  by  scarlatti  •  telemann 
&  others  •  $3.50-2.00 

swedenborgian 
chapel  NEAR  harvard  sq. 

CORNER  OF  QUINCY 
KIRKLAND  STREETS 

March  20 

$1 .00  discount  with  this  ad 


The  GCN  benefit  last  Sunday  at  the  Boston  Eagle  was  a  huge 
success.  Yes,  those  were  GCN  staff  members  who  served  you  your 
drinks  at  the  bar  and  waited  on  your  tables.  Thank  you  very  much  to 
the  Eagle  staff,  especially  to  Joe  Kirby  and  Mike  Markowski,  for  giv¬ 
ing  us  the  space  and  teaching  us  the  intricacies  of  serving  our  public. 
We  had  a  wonderful  time  and  came  home  with  $500  in  door  fees, 
tips,  raffle  and  auction  money!  Hope  you  all  had  fun,  too. 

Special  thanks  to  Donna  Price  for  her  fine  performance.  You 
can  see  Donna  again  every  Tuesday  evening  from  7:30  to  9:30  at  the 
Powderhorn  Pub.  Many  thanks  to  Demian  and  Samantha,  the 
brother  and  sister  team  that  beat  you  at  the  pool  tables  —  all  in  the 
name  of  a  good  cause! 

All  goods  auctioned  off  and  all  door  prizes  were  donated  by 
GCN  advertisers  and  supporters.  Thanks  to  Forever  Flamingo,  Sight 
and  Sound,  Stonewall  Distributors,  The  Boston  Rep,  Gay  Way, 
Greenleaf  Florists,  the  L&L  Shop,  the  Powderhorn  Pub,  Gay 
Person's  Guide  to  New  England,  Club  76,  the  Cuttery,  the  Regency 
Baths,  Koala  Bear  Haircutters  and  the  Dog  Center. 

See  you  all  again  at  the  next  GCN  benefit.  You  made  it  happen; 
you  made  it  fun. 


Donna  Price  tunes  up  for  the  evening  —  a  very  tuneful  evening. 


GCN  at  the  Eagle 

Photos  by  Gabrunde  Monfield 


Business  manager  Harry  Seng  and  advertising  manager  Gregg  Howe  both  hear 
$20,  going  once. 


If  you're  on  the  North  Shore  stop  in  at 

Mr.  Dominic's  I 

34-36  Central  Ave.  Lynn,  Ma. 


Yes,  that  is  Lyn  Rosen  (1.),  managing  editor,  the  first  woman  to  serve  Eagle 
patrons  their  beer  in  the  bottle.  D.J.  Jacqui  Mac  (r.)  orders  an  eye-opener  —  cran¬ 
berry  juice. 


Wednesday,  March  16th 

2  shows  —  10:30pm  &  12:30am 
Were  open  lpm-2am  except 
Sat.  lpm-lam 

92-98  Park  St.  884-9580  Chelsea,  Ma. 


Mr.  Dominies  II 

proudly  presents 


The  Dynamic 

Mr.  Sylvia 
Sydney 

(cameras  allowed) 

Admission  $1 
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Small-town  Teen 


(Continued  from  page  14) 


real  love.  Sometimes  I  wonder  if  I 
could  ever  really  love  again,  if  it  could 
be  possible  after  going  so  long 
without  any  love.  I  hope  so. 

My  hopes  are  having  a  good  job,  and 
finding  love  in  another  city  like  New 
York  or  San  Francisco.  That  is  all.  I 
often  dream  about  living  with  someone 
in  an  apartment  in  the  city  where  we 
could  go  to  the  gay  bars  together,  buy 
things  for  each  other,  have  other  gay 


friends,  and  most  of  all,  have  love  as 
the  bond  between  us.  With  my  past  life 
as  hard  as  it  has  been  and  my  present 
life  like  it  is,  I  often  wonder  if  my 
dreams  will  become  a  reality.  I  truly 
hope  so. 

1  guess  that  is  all  I  have  to  say, 
even  though  1  could  go  on  and  on 
about  the  feeling  of  isolation  1  have 
living  in  this  town.  Thank  you  for 
letting  me  express  my  feelings.  I  really 


never  had  the  opportunity  to  do  so 
before.  And  thank  you  for  the  1 Gay 


Community  Nfw.s',  as  one  of  the  only 
outlets  to  the  gay  world. 


GAYRAP:  an  occasional  column  for  teenagers.  This  space  is 
available  for  teens  to  tell  their  own  stories.  Tell  GCN  readers 
what  you  think,  feel  and  do.  Tell  others  what  it  is  like  to  be 
young  and  gay  in  your  town  or  school  or  home.  Or  ask  ques¬ 
tions  and  we’ll  try  to  provide  the  answers.  Teens,  this  is  your 
space. 


Gay  Activist  at  the  Met 


(Continued  from  page  13) 

homophobic  baritone  (oh,  those  too, 
too  butch  American  baritones!)  Bruce 
Yarnell,  the  Amonasro  of  the 
performance;  he  shredded)  the  banner 
and  physically  assaulted  some  of  the 
protesters. 

On  two  occasions  when  I  broke  into 
print  in  some  of  the  more  accessible 


media,  I  recieved  sneers  and  scoldings 
from  my  fellow  supers.  A  letter  in 
“Opera  News”  protesting  some 
homophobic  statements  made  by  self- 
styled  opera  expert  Tony  Randall  in  a 
previous  issue  drew  a  smirk  from  the 
stage  manager.  I’d  participated  in  a 
survey  on  gays  and  parents  in  the  NY 
Times.  This  brought  forth  the  reaction,. 


“Was  that  really  necessary?  I’m  sure 
your  comments  really  hurt  your 
parents.!’ 

When  I  did  leave  the  Met,  two  years 
later,  it  was  not  with  any  spectacular 
ceremony.  Supering  while  going  to 
school,  while  being  a  gay  militant  or 
while  working  simultaneously  at 
another  job  was  reasonable.  But  I  did 


not  find  it  healthy  leaving  my  mind  and 
time  completely  vulnerable  to  the 
frustrations  of  the  bottom  of  the  Met’s 
barrel,  so  I  moved  on.  I  first 
contemplated  writing  this  article  some 
five  years  ago,  when  it  would  have 
flashed  with  heated  anger.  Now  it’s 
merely  a  musing  over  old,  cold 
memories: 


Until  Further  Notice 

'JLW  Pjuilto  Ufi 

has  suspended  use  of  all 
Florida  Citrus  Products 

288  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  227-0211 


LONGTIME 

COMING' 


CANADIAN  LESBIAN 
FEMINIST  NEWSPAPER 

BOX  218  SUBS  S5  00  YR  INDIVIDUALS 

STATION  E  $10  00  YR  INSTITUTIONS 

MONTREA  L.  RQ.  50  e  SAMPLE  COPY 


Donald  p.  williams 

REGISTERED  ELECTROLOGIST 

(Permanent  Hair  Removal) 

1 1  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 

267-8180 


Contact  Lenses 

Hard  Gas  Perm  Soft  (B&L) 

$100*  $150*  $175* 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 

Also,  no-boil  and  astigmatic  soft  lens. 

Call  For  Consumer  Info 
353-1550 

Dr.  Richard T.  Montross 

665  Beacon  Street,  Suite  303 
Boston,  Mass.  02215 

‘Single  vision  lenses  exclusive  of  professional  fees 


Save  this  Ad  for  10 %  Courtesy  Discount 

,  for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T  V. 

TV  -  Radio  -  Phonos  •  HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.s  &  Sterab  —  at 
lowest  prices  ANYWHERE!  We  also  buy 
and  sell  used  T.V.s.  Outside  antenna 
installation  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech. 
Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

If  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL,  BOSTON 
 ~  Tel.  523-2187 


IS  OAIf 


SEE  THE  CATACLYSAf/C 
Cl/AIAX  IN  THE 

A/sxr/ssuef 


copy/ei&HT  (gy/977 
PAC/FSC 
t>/sr*/BC'T7*G 


BROUGHT  TO  YOU  BW 


RUSK 


LIQUID  INCENSE® 

IN  TAMPER  PROOF  BOTTLES  OR 
12  AMPULE  BOXES  AT  YOUR 
LOCAL  DEALER  -  LOOK  FOR 
THE  CAPTAIN  RUSH  POSTER 

sole  distributor 

B.J  PRODUCTS  DIVISION 

PACIFIC  WESTERN  DISTRIBUTING  CORP. 

145  MISSION  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO  C. A  94105 
iBOO- 227-4218  •  In  California  1415-  62T-4900 
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people,  places 


and  flings 


By  David  Holland 

So,  Don  Embinder,  “Blueboy”  pub¬ 
lisher,  starts  the  first  gay  “Dick 
Cavett  Show”  in  New  York.  But  who’s 
home  at  one  a.m.  and  if  they  are, 
who’s  watching  T.V.?  The  program  is 
a  talk  format  Monday  nights  on  Chan¬ 
nel  66.  One  of  the  first  topics:  The  Real 
Warren  Beatty.  Really!  .  .  .  What’s  the 
latest  game  in  town?  Tony  Bosco  has 
been  digging  in  his  House  cellar  to 
make  way  for  a  new  disco-emporium, 
cave-man  style.  Little  out  of  the  way 
but  I’m  game  for  anything  new  .  .  . 

The  city’s  new  glitzy  spot, 
The  Fan  Club,  housed  in  Cohen’s  flop, 
the  New  Warrenton  St.  Playhouse,  is  a 
constant  bevy  of  stars.  Owners,  like 
Rex  Reed,  are  definitely  not  hiding  in 
the  wings  of  the  expensive  little  hot-bed 
of  the  “Right  People.”  And  speaking 
of  that  coterie,  Ms.  Noble  and  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  seen  whetting  their 
buds  there  more  than  once  .  .  .  Stopped 
by  Chaps  the  other  night.  The  red 
lights  didn’t  do  a  thing  for  Suki’s  Key 
West  tan  (nor  mine,  for  that  matter) 
but  sounds  like  she  had  other  interests 
in  mind.  Sly  as  a  fox  that  one.  She 
knows  what’s  happening  (or  perhaps 
what’s  going  to)  in  the  south’s  new¬ 


born  Fire  Isle  .  .  .  Jimmy  E.’s  musical 
arrangement  upstairs  at  Somewhere  is 
so  well  calculated  that  he  had  to  use  a 
slide  rule  to  figure  out  the  inclusion  of 
my  request.  Who  cares  what  he  uses, 
the  equation  still  comes  out  H-O-T!  No 
wonder  the  boys  in  N.Y.C.  want  a 
tape  ...  Is  it  true  that  Ken  Oberle 
might  change  his  name  permanently  to 
Ben  Berle?  The  former,  you  may  re¬ 
member,  was  the  photographer  for  the 
cheeky  cheesecake  in  “Esplanade’s” 
Matching  Contest.  The  latter  is  the 
winner  of  the  aforementioned  game  .  .  . 
Bruce  Michael  Gelbert  sent  a  delightful 
anecdote  from  the  Big  A.  Seems  he  was 
in  the  crush  to  get  Tomlin  tickets  when 
Judith  Beasely,  suburban  homemaker 
from  Illinois,  arrived  on  scene.  Lily, 
uh,  rather  Ms.  Beasely,  in  full  Red 
Cross  drag,  offered  Kleenex  for  run¬ 
ning  noses,  coffee,  doughnuts,  and 
“general  goodwill.”  Mr.  Gelbert,  on 
the  other  hand,  purchased  his  tickets  to 
the  roar  of  “Give  My  Regards  to 
Broadway”  .  .  .  Piper  House  has  been 
held  over  by  laughter  at  Rascal's  Pub 
until  the  31st.  Performances  run  Wed. 
through  Sat  Give  a  call  at  266-7050 
for  more  you-know-what  .  .  .  Tommy 
Tune’s  coming  in  to  perform  at  the 


rx  /%n  SUNDAY-  MARCH  20 

DOB  6'00  Rrt. 

H^*v**/>STtT0HN'S  CHURCH -33  BOUDOlN  ST 


NON- MEMBERS  $3.00 
‘  ‘  MEMBERS  £.50 

CHILOREN  1.00 


The  Boston  Repertory  Theatre  presents 


f[L  . 

I"  One-Man 

musical 

ICHABOD 

based  on  Washington  Irving's 
The  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow" 
plus 

extra  added  attraction 

Hollywood  Boulevard 

a  musical  movie 
by  Lois  Ann  Polan 
featuring 

Marge  Champion 
&  Mr.  Tune 

March  24-April  24 
Specially-priced 
previews  Mar.  16-20 
Tues  -Fri  at  8.08 
Sat  at  6  &  9:30, 

Sun  at  3  &  8  08 

Tickets  on  Sale  Now! 

$5  50-$7  50 

423-6580  Res  and  Group  Rates 
426-6210  Quik  Charge 
Out/Town. 

Harvard  Sq  Student  Rush 
ARTS  Vouchers  accepted 


S  One  Boylston  Place  (near  Boylston  MBTA) 


Boston  Rep.  How  Broadway!  His 
program  includes  his  film,  “Holly¬ 
wood  Boulevard.”  It’s  expected  to  be  a 
one-month  show  beginning  March  24 
but  considering  his  current  popularity 
in  New  York  it  just  may  run  longer  .  .  . 
Allen  Ginsberg  is  on  the  road  again. 
His  stop  in  town  will  be  at  Cambridge’s 
tiny  Passim’s.  But  architecture  says 
nothing  about  quality  .  .  .  Rod  Ezzio, 
Boston’s  latest  designer  of  men’s 
clothing,  will  hold  an  exhibit  at  Frank 


Tanzer’s  March  19  and  20.  Ezzio’s 
work,  you  may  remember,  had  a  suc¬ 
cessful  showing  at  the  Stone  Soup 
earlier  this  year  .  .  .  Orson  Welles 
Cinema’s  busy  staff  have  been  wiring 
for  a  Dolby  System  for  Altman’s  pro¬ 
duction  of  “Welcome  to  L.A.”  I  saw 
clips  during  the  Retro  and  they  look 
rather  intriguing.  Unfortunately  book¬ 
ings  have  had  some  difficulties  but  if 
all  goes  well,  the  lines  can  start  formu¬ 
lating  the  end  of  next  week. 


Jose  Vas-Vieira’s  stand  in  front  of  one  of  his  canvases  from  “People  About 
Town,”  now  on  exhibit  at  the  Frank  Tanzer  Gallery  on  Newbury  Street  in  Boston. 
Vas-Vieira’s  paintings  of  people’s  crotches  scandalized  the  Boston  Visual  Arts 
Union  last  year.  “People  do  not  like  to  admit  that  they  look  at  other  people’s 
crotches,”  Vas-Vieira  said.  “But  everyone  does.  It’s  like  homosexuality;  lots  of 
people  do  it,  but  don’t  like  to  mention  it.  I  find  the  person’s  crotch  most  interest¬ 
ing,  especially  the  way  the  light  falls  on  the  folds  in  the  clothing.”  Vieira’s  non¬ 
sexist  crotches  (he  paints  men  and  women,  but  mostly  men)  are  incredibly  exciting 
studies  in  light  and  shade.  He  loves  Lichtenstein  and  all  cartoonists.  His  vivid  use 
of  primary  colors,  attention  to  fabric  foMs,  and  bold  figures  show  that  his  roots 
are  in  the  Pop  culture  of  Warhol,  but  he  has  given  them  a  Seventies  feeling  that 
says,  “This  is  new  and  exciting.”  “My  last  painting  is  above  the  waist,  even  part 
of  the  face.  Maybe  I’m  moving  up  now,”  photo  by  AngtU  Kioto. 


110  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  Ma 

Next  to  the  Colonial  Theater 


WHO  WILL  BE 
THE  MOST 


GAY 

COUPLE 

9 

■ 

MARCH 

20 
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personals 


GCN  LIMITED 
TIME  SPECIAL! 

Any  classified  ad  order 
postmarked  on  or  before 

MARCH  17, 1977 

will  run  twice  the  paid-for  time. 
Pay  for  one  week,  get  two.  Pay 
for  two  weeks,  get  four,  etc. 

(Include  this  ad  with  your  order) 


2  gay  men,  27  &  28,  looking  for  3rd  person 
to  share  food,  space,  &  feelings  in  sunny, 
spacious,  3-bdrm.  apt.  on  Oxford  St.  near 
Harvard  in  Camb.  Non-sexist,  Supportive 
household.  $91/mo.  incl.  heat.  354-0069. 
_ (38) 

GWM  28  wants  to  meet  GM  for  relaxing 
fun  times.  Enjoys  music,  hiking,  sports  & 
nature.  Send  resume  &  photo.  R.  Smith, 

Box  205,  Lancaster,  NH  03584. _ (40) 

D.  D.  D.  D. 

Come  back,  come  back.  Please.  We  won't 
ask  you  to  straighten  my  pages  again. 

Miss  you  and  your  good  work.  N. _ 

WM  44  sks  friends  in  N.E.  30-50.  Enjoy 
plants,  walking,  quiet  times  at  home.  Get 
acquainted  by  mail  first.  Earl  Thaler, 

Pittsfield,  Maine  04967. _ (39) 

Cats  play  games  with  mice  you  know 
Find  her  alive  and  let  her  go; 

You  made  love  to  your  little  bat 
You’re  no  cat,  you’re  a  rat! 

Love1Ginn_y_ _ (39) 

Truckin'  West  April.  Bost-Denver- 
Spokane-B.C.  Free  trip  to  appealing  man 
helpful  w/driving  &  hauling.  Dest:  beaut. 

gay  farm  in  mts  of  B.C.  _ _ (39) 

Horny  GW,  30,  wants  same  for  exciting 
uninvolved  weekend.  Call  Provincetown 

487-3379.  Lv^msg. _ (38) 

GWM  26,  Br  Hr,  Br  Eyes,  5*11",  wishes  to 
meet  similar  from  the  Rochester  area  for 
friendship.  Write  to  Vince,  P.O  Box  9502, 

Rochester,  NY  (38) 

GWF  interested  in  meeting  sincere 
woman  for  companionship,  possibly 
lasting  relationship.  Enjoy  sports,  music, 
outdoors  and  quiet  times.  Write  GCN  Box 
741.  (41) 

Sam,  what  have  you  done  with  Arthur? 

You're  a  lousy  oooK.  you  know  you’re  a 
tousy  cook.  Let  film  come  home.  I’ll  try  to 

forget  the  rotten  things  you  said  about 
me.  Arthur’s  Mother. 

Arthur,  why  don’t  you  come  home  to  me? 
What  is  Sam  doing  to  you?  What’s  this  I 
see  about  Hepatitis?  Is  this  some  new 
kind  of  drag  you're  into  or  what?  Call  me. 
You  can  even  reverse  the  charges. 
Mother. 


GBF  COUPLE  LACKS  ALLIANCE 
Couple  30  &  over  call  us  in  eve.  at  296- 
4462.  For  mature,  sincere  friendship  with¬ 
out  obligation,  with  attractive  intelligent 
couple  —  why  wait?  We  lead  discreet  gay 
lifestyle  due  to  our  prof,  social  circle 
limited^  _ _ (37) 

Older,  heavy-set  gentleman  on  welfare 
seeks  handsome,  young,  rich  stud  for 
short  but  sweet  relationship.  My  heart  is 
weak,  but  I’d  like  to  die  smiling.  Write 
GCN  Box  K82. 

roommates 

2  bedroom  apt.  Livingroom,  dining  room, 
fr.  &  rear  porch.  Live  in  all  gay  house.  Call 
Bill  or  Frank,  522-6830.  Located  in 
Roslindale  on  Public  Transportation. 

Gay  professional  M  seeks  same  to  share 
large  apartment.  Call  Lou  at  (401)  272- 
6327  for  details.  Providence  area.  (39) 
Close  house  of  4  GM  looking  for  2  GM  to 
live  in  11-rm.  house  in  W.  Medford,  near 
woods,  lakes,  15  min.  by  bus  to  Boston. 
$100/mo.  No  sex  calls.  396-7836.  (39) 

F  seeks  G  or  Bi  F  to  share  clean  apt.  in 
Winthrop  or  Revere.  Let's  look  together. 
Am  28  w/  respon.  job.  729-3072.  Must  like 
dogs.  (38) 

Lesbian  feminist  law  student  seeks  Quiet 

woman  to  share  5  room  house  in  Cam- 
bridge.  $112  includes  heat.  No  pets.  492- 
5017  evenings.  (39) 

Fenway  area:  GM  to  share  apt.;  close  to 
Kenmore  Sq.  transportation;  clean,  safe; 
$105/mo  incl  ht.,  hot  water,  gas.  Call 
Harold  (61 7)  267-8730.  (40) 


House  in  Allston  needs  one  female  or 
male  for  own  room.  Yard  (garden  this 
spring),  recycling,  washer-dryer,  three 
gay  men.  $100  a  month  plus  utilities  and 
heat.  Call  787-9159  evenings. _ (36) 

COLLECTIVE  ON  FORT  HILL 
has  room  for  people  interested  in  an  all¬ 
gay,  supportive  environment.  Call  the 
Fort  Hill  Faggots  for  Freedom,  440-8551, 

427-1893,  442-1739. _ 

Gay  male  leaving  Boston  needs  person  to 
take  over  my  half  of  lease.  Large,  sunny 
apt.  rent  $87.50  plus  gas  &  tele.  Call  Jim 
at  266-7991. _ (38) 

Gay  roommate  wanted  to  share  roomy  2 
bedroom  Fenway  apt.  with  pkg.,  kitchen, 
bay  window.  $125  plus  gas,  elect.  For 
more  info  call  Larry  267-6960.  j39) 


apartments 


REAL  NICE  APARTMENT 
Fort  Hill  (not  collective)  4  rms,  easy 
pking.  1st  fl.  ind.  heat  control,  shade  tree 
yard,  back  porch,  pay  own  heat  &  util. 
Safe  $135  mo.,  plus  sec.  deposit.  Call 
(617)  440-8819  or  445-4274  between  6-10 
p.m-  Keep  trying  (38) 


Clean,  quiet,  comfortable,  individual  heat 
controls,  friendly,  safe,  refrig,  w/w  carpet, 
easy  parking,  convenient,  by  the  PRU 
studio  &  1  bdrm.  Jay,  267-7422. 


wanted 


PARTNER  OR  INVESTOR  WANTED 
for  unique  furniture  store.  Excellent 
opportunity  for  individual  who  has  a 
feeling  for  contemporary  design.  For 
more  info  call  742-6656  or  267-1472.  (38) 

job  op 

Jeg  ville  gerne  laere  sproge  og  laese 
dansk.  Jeg  ville  betale  $5  for  ene  time 
lektie  en  gang  pro  uge.  Skrive  til  GCN 
kasse  742.  (41) 


WANTED  NEW  GAY  MUSICIANS 
Gay  musicians,  singers  for  forming 
groups  and  single  acts.  Must  have  own 
equipment.  Definite  employment.  Call 
Lee  337-0820  after  5  p.m.  Bos.  S.S.  area. 

(43) 


HOMOPHILE  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
SERVICE:  Counseling  &  Ed.  Outreach 
Organizer,  Admin,  exp.;  fund  raising  & 
grants;  Human  Services  advanced  degree 
or  equivalent.  80  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  855, 
Boston,  MA  02116.  (39) 

Free  room  and  board  in  exchange  for 
motel  night  clerk  position  two  week- 
nights/week  and  every  other  weekend. 
Student  or  working  individual  preferred. 
Located  10  minutes  north  of  Boston.  Call 
438-5861;  ask  for  Jim.  (38) 


Yng  guy  fixing  an  old  in-town  Boston 
house  wants  to  find  a  young  decent  GWM 
to  do  odd  jobs  (clean-paint,  etc.)  About 
$3.00/hr.  and/or  room.  Jay  267-7422.  (38) 

AMBULANCE  ATTENDANT 
Project  Place.  EMT  with  crisis,  counsel¬ 
ing  exp.,  willing  to  work  In  collective. 
Volunteers  also  needed,  EMT  training 
possible.  262-3740,  Leafy  orToto,  (38) 

job  wanted 


Hard-working  woman  looking  for  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  apprentice  herself  to  electrician 
or  carpenter.  Cassandra,  628-4819,  morn¬ 
ings.  _ 

mi  sc 

WOMEN,  CAN  YOU  WRITE??? 
FOCUS,  a  Journal  for  Gay  Women,  pub¬ 
lished  monthly  in  Boston  by  the 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  seeks  previously 
unpublished  manuscripts  —  poetry,  arti¬ 
cles,  short  stories  (maximum  2500  words) 
—  from  gay  women.  We  are  concerned 
with  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  gay 
women  in  all  walks  of  life.  FOCUS  brings 
gay  women  together  in  a  shared  experi¬ 
ence,  no  matter  how  far  apart  they  may  be 
geographically.  At  present  there  is  no 
payment  for  material  except  in  the  form 
of  free  copies  of  FOCUS  But  it  is  good  to 
reach  out  to  others.  If  you  have 
something  to  offer,  please  send  it  (with 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  if  you 
want  unaccepted  work  sent  back  to  you) 
to  FOCUS,  GCN  Box  W77,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  (c) 

HOW  DID  YOU  TELL  YOUR  PARENTS? 

WHAT  DID  THEY  SAY? 

Share  this  with  our  readers  who  may  not 
have  found  the  words  and  with  those  who 
have  had  the  same  experience.  Write  LYN 
at  GCN. 


Boston  —  Copley  Sq.  entire  floor  may  be 
used  as  apt.  room,  studio,  office,  dark¬ 
room,  business.  All  utilities.  Rent 
depending  on  usage.  267-0397.  (37) 

NUDE  BOYS  AND  MEN,  all  types,  size 
and  shapes.  Largest  selection  of  Gay 
Films  in  the  World!  Guaranteed  USA 
delivery.  Send  $2.00  for  Photo  illustrated 
catalogs.  Hen  van  Amstel,  Box  219,  Ves- 
terbrogade  208, 1800  Copenhagen  V,  Den¬ 
mark. 

ATTENTION  TEENS:  Tell  us  how  you  feel 
as  gays  in  your  town,  your  school,  your 
circle  of  friends  and  family.  What  are  your 
problems,  hopes,  fears,  etc.?  Address 
replies  to  Lyn  Rosen,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston’,  MA  02108. 

organizations 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 
Mousie,  Mousie  you're  a  rat 
High  and  mighty  know  it  all. 

You  think  your  way  is  right,  but  that 
Is  just  because  you're  very  tall. 

_ AM  my  love,  Porcupine 

GWF,  depressed,  lonely,  frustrated,  ugly, 
hard  to  please,  old  enough  to  know 
better.  Why  would  you  bother  to  write 
GCN  Box  K90^ 

GAY  ASTROLOGY  CHARTS 
If  you  sent  in  your  birth  time  info  to  Box 
4000  to  receive  your  astrology  chart  data, 
do  not  fret,  I  have  been  sick,  but  am  now 
well  and  busily  working  on  all  the  letters  I 
received.  Thank  you  for  all  the  letters  and 
please  be  patient  for  your  chart.  Love, 
Box  4000.  (3gj 

If  you  care  about  gay  rights,  have  you 
written  to  your  state  legislators  yet  to  say 
so? 

Flopsie,  Mopsie,  Cottontail  are  looking 
for  our  other  bunny.  Call  Cottontail.  Any 
time.  (38) 

ATTENTION  ROB  S.  I N  TORONTO 
Enjoyed  talking  with  you.  Is  Emily  really 
embarrassed??  For  shame  and  tsk,  tsk 
already.  Stop  telling  me  how  good  the 
paper  is  and  take  a  long-term  subscrip¬ 
tion.  You  might  consider  suggesting  that 
your  heeb  friends  do  the  same.  Ahem.  P. 
sends  her  love.  With  love,  N.  (38) 

GWF  28  would  love  to  meet  fem| or,'  sexy 
GF  for  a  very  warm  &  affectionate  rela¬ 
tionship.  Please  reply  to  box  740.  (42) 

GM  Ecologist,  27,  seeks  college-age  or 
older  field  helper  for  research  in  coastal 
Maine.  Knowledge  of  birds  required, 
experience  with  boats  desired.  Approx. 
May  23-Aug.  1;  Room/Board  with  minimal 
salary.  Send  summary  of  background, 
etc,  to  Box  203,  Orono,  ME  04473.  (38) 

Yng.  GM,  6’1",  well  built,  strong,  sincere, 
will  consider  any  legitimate  offer  to  make 
a  little  extra  cash  to  supplement  my 
meager  income.  Write  GCN  Box  738. 

GF,  intellectual  giant,  seeks  same  for 
meaningful  correspondence  —  no  sex. 
You  prove  your  value  to  me  by  the  quality 
of  what  you  write.  Intelligence,  con¬ 
trary  to  some  popular  dream  of  bliss, 
does  not  run  rampant  in  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity.  Write  "Athena,"  GCN  Box  K79 
DEAR  CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISER: 

If  race  (B  or  W)  is  not  an  issue,  why  put  it 
in?? 
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Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your  area 
code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  S3. 00  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line); 
each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  cents  for 
25  characters. 
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$  1 .00  for  25  characters. 
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hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 
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Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $  1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
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made  for  the  additional  time. 
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Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.. 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

GAY  LEGAL  ENCOUNTER  &  EXCHANGE 
GLEE  is  a  legal  exchange  recently  formed 
to  provide  free  legal  assistance  to  the  gay 
prisoners  incarcerated  in  all  federal  and 
state  facilities.  GLEE  is  especially  geared 
to  serve  the  needs  and  deal  with  the 
problems  of  the  gay  prisoner.  Some  of 
the  services  available  are  research,  as¬ 
sistance  with  the  preparation  of  suits  and 
motions,  filing  of  class  action  suits 
(especially  1983)  and  in  some  cases  non- 
appointed  court  representation.  For  more 
mfo  on  these  and  other  free  services 
write  to:  Jerry  Dighera,  P.O.  Box  2  Lan- 
sing^Kansas  66043. 


JOIN  DIGNITY 

Gay  and  Catholic?  Find  out  more  from 
Dignity,  a  national  organization  of  gay 
and  concerned  Catholics.  Write  Diqnity 

02U6°y|S,°n  St"  Rm-  413’  B0St0n’  M A 

Metropolitan  Community  ChurefTof  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664  All  Der- 
sons  are  welcome. 

CONSCIOUSNESS  RAISING  1 
Men,  40  and  older,  have  problems  differ¬ 
ent  from  young  Gay  Activists.  Small  dis- 
a?,", 9f0UP  formin9  NYC.  Call  (212) 
ncru.8J12or  Wn,e  Burdick,  Apt.  1C  270  W 

25th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10001. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 

Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund 
(206)  282e57qfiPMCe'  ^ '  Sea,,le'  WA  98109. 

282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 
LUTHERANS 

ALC,  LCA  AND  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice 
ove,  understanding  in  our  hul 

BolfBTgnfA0^^^^  (f°r  9ay  People),' 
ox  B  191 1 14A,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90019 

HSG!,ber,ROad'  2  P’ m'  S-days  Rev.  Jos 
begms  '  PaS,0r  756-°730'  The  3r<*  year 
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COMING  TO  S.F.  BAY  AREA? 
Stanford  Gay  People's  Union  welcomes 
you.  Social  hours,  rap  group,  peer  coun- 
:  seling,  programs,  parties.  Phone  (415) 
497-1488;  mail  to  Box  8265,  Stanford,  CA 
94305. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Morris- 
■  town,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  884-0653,  347-6234. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity  Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  St.  Clements,  1105  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Boston,  at  5:30  p.m.  For  info 
contact  Dignity/Boston,  102  Charles  St., 
Box  172,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  739- 
1091.  _  (5/35) 

GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ 
—Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Fri.  at  9  P.M. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 
P.M.  (201  343-6402. 


for  sole 


1974  Fiat  124  Sport  Coupe,  22,000  well- 
kept  miles.  I  am  original  owner;  have  all 
maintenance  records.  This  car  is  in  top 
condition,  gets  excellent  gas  mileage. 
Asking  $2750.  Call  Phil  566-7539  4pm  to 
11pm. 


penpals 


Expecting  to  be  released  in  April.  Have  no 
one  to  turn  to  on  the  "outside."  Need 
friends,  possible  help  to  make  me  able  to 
fit  back  into  society.  I  need  somewhere  to 
go,  someone  to  care.  I'm  29  yrs.  old,  5'9”, 
150  lbs.,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I’m 
bisexual.  Please  write  Harold  L.  Boyd, 
#131-836,  P.O.  Box  787,  Lucasville,  OH 
45648. _ J36) 

I  am  a  young  man,  6’1”,  black  hair,  dark 
brown  eyes,  brown  complexion.  I'm  intel¬ 
ligent,  mature  &  nice  looking.  I’m  looking 
to  meet  people  of  all  ages  who  are 
sincere,  warm,  passionate, 

understanding  and  interested  in  sharing 
a  lasting  relationship  with  a  convict!  All  I 
ask  is  that  you  be  truthful  &  open-minded 
&  also  for  real!  I  am  lonely.  I  hope  to  hear 
something  from  somebody  as  soon  as 
possible.  George  Baker,  Jr.,  A-041600, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  Florida  32091,  Cell 
number  T-3-S-7. _ (36) 

I  am  confined  in  prison  without  any  con¬ 
cern  from  family  or  friends  because  of  a 
minor  mistake.  I’m  very  lonely  and  alone. 
I’m  mature,  positive,  and  have  a  good  dis¬ 
position.  Most  of  us  need  one  another, 
not  so  much  for  fear  of  aloneness,  but  for 
life  in  quest  of  happiness.  This  is  just 
another  way  of  saying  I  want  someone  to 
write  me.  James  Moss  139853,  P.O.  Box 
787,  Lucasville,  OH  45648.  (37) 

I  am  33  yrs.  old,  5'8",  145  lbs.  A  Cancer. 
Study  Universal  Law,  play  tennis,  hand 
ball,  dance.  I  like  to  talk  about  the  better 
parts  of  life  and  everything  that  is  rele¬ 
vant  to  life  in  general.  I  would  like 
someone  to  correspond  with  me.  Arthur 
Maddox  144-183,  P.O.  Box  .  787,  Lucas¬ 
ville,  OH  45648.  L-5-16.  (37) 


The  following  men  seek  people  to  write 
to  them:  Joe  Lyn  Bell  (28  yrs.  old)  80717; 
Jerry  Fowler  (28  yrs.  old)  83268;  Darnell 
Bates  (22  yrs.  old)  86802;  Tyrone  Ham- 
mans  (20  yrs.  old)  82433.  All  are  sincere 
and  hope  someone  will  care  enough  to 
correspond.  All  are  at  Oklahoma  State 
Penitentiary,  P.O.  Box  97,  McAlester,  OK 
74501. _ (36) 

Young  intelligent  man  seeks  correspond¬ 
ence  with  professional  people  of  any 
social  background.  I’m  28  yrs.  old,  in 
college  and  open-minded,  serious.  Have 
no  children,  wife  or  girlfriend  and  I’m  a 
very  lonely  man.  Billy  Raye  Tolbert  140- 
600,  P.O.  Box  787,  Lucasville,  OH  45648. 
_ _ _ _  (36) 

Laying  in  this  prison  cell  is  awful  lonely 
when  you  have  no  one  to  write  to.  If 
possible  I  would  like  to  write  to  a  young 
gay  white  male.  I  am  white,  5’5",  145  lbs., 
It.  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  26  yrs.  old. 
Glenn  R.  Foster  K-1554,  Drawer  K,  Dallas, 
PA  18612.  (36) 


services 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

for  SOUTH  SHORE 
&  BOSTON  GAYS 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
S  GROUP  COUNSELING 
In  Quincy,  Me. 

CALL  472-1331  FOR  APPT. 


Experienced  carpenters  for  hire.  Call 
Anne  926-4166  or  Joan  864-1802.  (38) 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
OF  BOSTON 

Dr.  H  Andrew  Graham,  director 
Professional  staff  offers 
Individual,  couples  and  group 
counseling  for  gays. 

In  Boston,  call  536-1381. 


WOMEN’S  WOODWORK 
Est.  1971.  Skilled  carpentry,  interior  & 
exterior  renovation.  Furniture  —  wall- 
units,  stash  beds,  desks,  bookcases. 
(617)964-6496.  _  _ 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  A4SW,  ACSVVJ 

By  Appointment 
(603) 224-5600  Concord 


Attention  Students  and  Writers!  Term 
papers  and  manuscripts  carefully  and 
correctly  typed.  Rates:  75®  per  double¬ 
spaced  page  includes  corrections  of 
minor  and  infrequent  spelling  and 
grammar  errors.  Major  editing  done  for 
extra  fee,  depending  on  individual  needs 
and  specifications.  Original  copy  must  be 
easy  to  read.  Compare  prices.  Call  for 
further  info.  Tues.  and  Thurs.  426-8752. 
All  other  times  call  266-7880.  Ask  for 
Nancy  Walker. 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 

160  Comm.  Ave.  (Vendome  Mall) 
Boston  (617)247-1832 


The  Jim  Clark/Moving  Co. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs — Local  Rates  354-2184  (38) 

TOO  HAIRY  IN  NYC 

Embarrassed  by  unwanted  hair  on  the 
back,  hands,  feet,  eyebrows,  etc.?  Get  rid 
of  it  permanently,  professionally.  Call 
(noon)  (21 2^579-2647.  Torn  Masters. _ (42) 

COUNSELING 

I  work  with  writers/artists/others  using 
artistic  skills  as  a  tool  to  explore  blocks 
and  free  creative  energy.  Nancy  (617)  254- 
4631.  (41) 

MASSAGE 

Healing  massage  for  your  physical/emo¬ 
tional/spiritual  well  being.  Call  Jennifer 
early  mornings  or  late  evenings  (617)  254- 
4631.  (41) 

Typing:  60®  a  page  on  IBM  Selectric, 
slightly  more  for  other  than  standard 
term  paper.  Call  eves:  6-10  pm;  week¬ 
ends,  10am-7  pm;  241-7535.  Ask  forTony. 
KEEP  TRYING.  (c) 


publications 

ALBATROSS  MAGAZENE  MOVED! 
Albatross,  the  lesbian-feminist  satire 
mag  is  available  from  P.O.  Box  2046, 
Central  Sta.,  East  Orange,  NJ  07019. 
Sample  $1.50,  Sub.  $7.00.  Try  it  and 
see!!! _ (39) 


women;  women;  women! 

FOCUS 

Published  by 

Boston  Daughters  ol  Bi litis 
A  Monthly  Journal  of 
Poetry,  Fiction,  Book  Reviews, 
Topical  Articles 

BY,  FOR,  AND  ABOUT  GAY  WOMEN 

1  Year  (12  issues)  $6.00 
Sample  Copy  60® 

(always  sent  in  plain  envelope) 

FOCUS,  GCN  Box  W77 

22  Bromfield  St.  Boston,  MA  02 1  OS 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  monthly  picture 
entertainment  newspaper.  Features  Gay 
Movement  news,  Articles,  Reviews,  Per¬ 
sonals,  Nude  Centerfold,  plus  more  inter¬ 
esting  features.  $8  for  12  issues.  Send  $1 
for  sample  copy.  Mailed  in  plain  brown 
envelope.  REGIMENT,  C/O  GALLERY 
THREE  ENT.,  BOX  247,  GRAND 
CENTRAL  STA.,  NYC,  NY  10017. 

GAIA’S  GUIDE-1977  FOR  GAY  WOMEN 
Thoroughly  detailed  discreet  pocket  size 
international  bar/club  guide  and 
complete  directory.  This  fourth  edition: 
All  U.S.A.  plus  40  other  countries.  3000 
listings.  Centers,  switchboards,  organiza¬ 
tions  and  publications  plus  much,  much 
more.  $5.00  only  from:  GAIA'S  GUIDE, 
115  New  Montgomery  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94105.  Also  on  sale  at:  NEW 
WORDS,  186  Hampshire  St.  in  Cam¬ 
bridge;  ISIS,  146  Commercial  St.  in  Prov- 
incetown,  &  at  THE  PEOPLE’S  NEWS¬ 
STAND,  University  of  Massachusetts, 
Amherst.  (44) 

KEEP  UP  WITH  THE  SOUTH 
Subscribe  to  the  Free  Press,  a  Southern 
news/magazine  published  every  two 
weeks  in  Charlotte,  NC  comprised  of 
news,  features  and  regular  columes  of 
interest  to  everyone.  Two  year  subscrip¬ 
tion  (52  issues)  $10.00;  one  year  subscrip¬ 
tion  (26  issues)  $6.00;  sample  copy  25®. 
Please  respond  to  Free  Press,  Box  2550, 
Charlotte  NC  28234.  Thank  yawl. 


IT’S  A  GREAT  FEELING 
Having  Buddies  to  share  our  similar  inter¬ 
ests.  Nationwide  Referrals,  includes 
statistics.  Confidential!  Send  addressed 
and  stamped  envelope  for  info  to:  Host 
Directory  U.S.A.,  Box  12656,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78212.  (38) 

“The  Wishing  Well”;  a  national  publica¬ 
tion  with  emphasis  on  helping  gay/fem¬ 
inists  reach  others  with  similar  life 
styles.  Code  no's  used  to  insure  confi¬ 
dentiality.  P.O.  Box  1711,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95403.  __  _  _ 

THEY  WILL  KNOW  ME  BY  MY  TEETH 
Magaera  Press  proudly  announces  pub¬ 
lication  of  stories  &  poems  of  Lesbian 
struggle,  survival,  and  celebration  by 
Elana  Dykewoman  (author  of  “River- 
finger  Woman").  For  Women  Only  from 
Old  Lady  Blue  Jeans,  P.O.  Box  515,  North¬ 
ampton,  MA  01060.  $3.50  plus  postage 
(25®1 _ _ 

CALIFORNIA  SCENE.  7th  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25,  ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  interest  and  news  of  all  California 
plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews  and 
book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los  Angeles, 
CA  90026. 

OHIO  GAY  JOURNAL 
Subscribe  to  High  Gear,  Cleveland  based, 
non-sexist  monthly  journal  for  gay 
women  and  men.  Features  Ohio  news, 
historical-cultural  features,  politics,  run¬ 
ning  satire,  music,  et.  al.  Send  $5  for  1  yr. 
sub.  or  50®  for  sample  copy  to  High  Gear, 

P.O.  Box  6177,  Cleveland  Ohio,  44101. _ 

LESBIAN  CONNECTION 
A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and 
ideas  by,  for  and  about  lesbians  (dona¬ 
tions  are  always  welcome).  For  a  sub¬ 
scription  simply  send  your  name, 
address  and  zip  to:  Ambitious  Amazons, 
Box  811,  East  Lansing^MI  48823^ _ 

LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the  Southern  gay 
experience.  Read  The  Barb,  The  News 
Monthly  for  Southern  Gays.  Regional  and 
National  News:  Lifestyle  Commentary, 
Entertainment  Columns.  Subscriptions 
per  year:  $5/3rd  class;  $8/1  st  class. 
Sample  50®.  (All  copies  mailed  in  anony¬ 
mous  envelope.)  Classifieds  10$/word. 
Master  Charge,  Euro  Card  and  Acess  ac¬ 
cepted.  The  South’s  largest  gay  publica¬ 
tion:  The  Barb,  Box  7922-B,  Atlanta,  GA 
30309. 

WHAT'S  NEW  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO? 
Read  the  SENTINEL  and  find  out.  News, 
features,  opinion  columns.  Politics,  the 
arts,  entertainment,  sports,  contests, 
classifieds.  San  Francisco's  NEWSpaper. 
Biweekly.  $15/year.  SENTINEL,  12  Sharon 
St.,  S.F.,  CA  941 14  (c) 


MONDAYS 

10-11  am  —  Drinking  Problem  discussion  group, 
HCHS,  80  Boy Iston  St.,  Boston;  (61 7)  542-6075 

12  noon  —  Northeastern  Univ.  GSO  meeting,  Ell 
Center,  rm.  349,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston, 
everyone  welcome. 

5:30  pm  —  Women’s  Community  Health  Center 
open  house,  137  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge 

6:30-8:30  -  Gay  Health  Services  by  appointment, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 

St.,  Boston,  267-7573, 

7-9  pm  —  Yggdrasil  Gay  Gathering  at  Ygggdraslt, 
15  Gilbert  Rd.,  Storrs,  CT,  203-486-4737 

7-10  pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438 

7  pm  —  Parents  of  Gays,  HCHS,  80  Boylston  St., 
Boston;  (61 7)  542-6075 

7-9  pm  —  Univ.  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
656-4173 

7- 10  pm  —  Clark  Drop-In  Center,  148  Wright  Hall, 
Clark  U.,  Worcester,  MA 

7:30  pm  —  Bowling,  1260  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
247-3500 

7:30-9:30  pm  —  Drop-In  Center  tor  women,  Rm. 
L-23,  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 

7:30  —UMass  Amherst,  Bisexual  Women's  Rap 
Group,  Campus  Center 

7:30  pm  —  DOB  Lesbian  Mothers  Rap,  419  Boyl¬ 
ston  St.,  Boston,  Rm.  323. 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  and  Action  Group,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women's  Center  basement;  (617)  354-8807 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  at  Women’s  Center,  215  Park 
St.,  NH 

8  pm  —  GPC  business  meeting,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  Basement,  Broadway  at  1 15th  St. 

8- 9  pm  —  "None  of  the  Above,”  WWUH-FM  (91.3), 
West  Hartford,  CT  (203)  521-4553. 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  at  Women’s  Center,  148 

.  Orange  St.,  New  Haven,  CT. 

8:30  pm  —  Hartford  Gay  Alcoholics  Group  (203) 
522-2848 

8:30  pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Open  meeting, 
basement  Hendrie  Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven, 
436-8945;  public  welcome. 

g  pm _ Gay  discussion  group,  Columbia  U.,  rur- 

nald  Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

TUESDAYS 

1  pm  —  MCC  Campus  Ministry,  RIC  Student  U., 
Rm.  312,  Providence,  Rl 

6:30-8  pm  —  Women's  Gay  Collective,  Women’s 
Center.  U  Conn,  CT,  203-486-4738 

7  pm  —  Pot  Luck  Supper,  228'/2  Atwells  Ave., 
Providence,  Rl 

7- 10pm — Clark  Drop-in  Center,  148  Wright  Hall, 
Clark  U.,  Worcester.  MA 

7:30  pm  —  Gay  Men's  Center  Speakers  Forum,  36 
Bromfield  St.  Boston  _  ,  A  _. 

7:30  pm  —  DOB  Women's  Rap,  419  Boylston  St., 

Rm.  323,  Boston 

8  pm  —  Springfield  Gay  Alliance,  First  Unitarian 
Church,  245  Porter  Lake  Dr.,  Springfield 

8  pm  —  Gay  Way  Radio,  WBUR,  90.9  FM 

8- 9:30  pm  —  TGC  Drop-In  Center  for  Men,  Room 

L-23,  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts 


8:30  pm  —  Alcoholics  Together,  St.  John  the  Evan¬ 
gelist  Church,  33  Bowdoin  St.,  Boston 
8:30  pm  —  Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA,  Assump¬ 
tion  Parish  Hall,  791  Potters  Ave.,  Providence, 
Rl;  231-5853 

9:30  pm  —  Tufts  Gay  Community  meeting,  La- 
mlnan  Lounge,  East  Hall,  Tufts 

WEDNESDAYS 

11  am  —  Gay  discussion  group  at  Drop-In  Center 
of  Northern  Essex  Community  College,  Haver¬ 
hill.  MA;  open  to  everyone 

12:30-2  pm  —  UMass/Boston  Gay  People’s  Group, 
Bldq.  010,  Rm.  4-178. 

6:30-8:30  —  Gay  Health  Services,  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston, 
267-7573. 

7  pm  —  Lesbian  Support  Group,  UNH  Women? 
Center,  Durham,  NH 

7  pm  —  Liberation  Rap  Group;  (617)  756-0730 
7  pm  —  Framingham  Unicorn  Society  meets  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday;  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA 
01701 

7-8:30  pm  —  Gay-straight  Rap,  U  Conn,  Mental 
Health  Clinic,  203-486-4705 
7-9  pm  —  Gay  social  Club,  Roosevelt  Hall,  group 
room,  4th  floor,  U  of  Rl,  Kingston,  Rl,  info  — 
792-5256. 

7-9  pm  —  Univ.  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 

7-160pm— Clark  Drop-in  Center,  148  Wright  Hall, 
Clark  U..  Worcester,  MA 

7- 10pm— Gay  Women’s  Collective,  UConn  Wo¬ 
men’s  Center  (203)  486-4738 

7:30  pm  —  MCC-Extension  discussion  group,  292 
State  St.,  Portsmouth,  NH,  523-7664. 

7:30  pm  —  Open  Rap  Group,  2  Wellington  St., 
Worcester  MA 

8- 10  pm  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  GSA  meeting,  Phil¬ 
lips  Brooks  House,  2nd  floor,  Harvard  Yard, 
Cambridge,  MA,  498-211 1 

8  pm  —  Discussion  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Christ  Church,  20  Carroll  St.,  Poughkeepsie, 
NY 

8  pm  —  HUM  meets,  Box  262,  Fitchburg,  MA 

g  pm*^-  Yalesbians  Meeting,  Rm.  B-8,  Hendrie 
Hall.  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven,  CT,  436-8945. 

8- 9  pm  —  GRAC  women’s  basketball,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 

8:30-10  pm  —  Drop-In  Center  for  men,  Rm.  L-23, 
Curtis  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 

9- 12  pm  —  Gay  Social,  Columbia  U.,  Furnald  Base¬ 
ment,  Broadway  at  1 1 5th  St. 


10:15  pm  —  "Gaybreak-ftadlo,”  on  WMUA-FM, 
91 .1  me.  (1  st  and  3rd  Wednesdays) 

THURSDAYS 

3:30  pm  —  UMass  Amherst,  Gay  Male  Rap  Group, 
Cottage  B,  near  Worcester  Dining  Common 
5  pm  —  Brandeis  Gay  Alliance,  Usdan  Student 
Ctr.,  Conf.  Rm.  C,  Brandeis  Univ.,  Waltham,  MA 
7  pm  —  Gay  Alcoholics,  St.  Vincents  Hospital, 
Worcester,  MA 

7  pm  —  Game  Night,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence, 
Rl,  alternate  weeks 

7-8  pm  —  GRAC  swimming,  Lindemann  Center, 
Hurley  Bldg,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 
7-10pm— Clark  Drop-in  Center,  148  Wright  Hall, 
Clark  U.,  Worcester,  MA 

7- 10  pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438 

7:30  pm  —  Peoples  Gay  Alliance,  UMass  Amherst, 
8th  floor  of  Campus  Center 
7:30  pm  —  Gay  Men’s  Center  Gay  Topics  Rap, 
36  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 

8  pm  —  Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council,  332 
Hudson  Ave.,  Albany,  NY  12210 

8  pm  —  Dykes  &  Tykes,  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleas¬ 
ant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  third  floor,  care  for 
young  people,  354-8807 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Liberation  meeting,  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge;  354-8807 

8  pm  —  KALOS,  Hartford,  CT;  5662656 

8- 9:30  pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  UConn  in  Commons, 
Rm.  312 

8-9  pm  —  Lesbian  Mother  rap  group,  21  Bay  St., 
Cambridge,  MA;  661-2537 
8:15  pm  —  Drinking  problems  rap  group,  HCHS 
80  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  855,  Boston 
8:30  pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  UMass  Amherst, 
8th  floor  of  Campus  Center 
8:30  pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Hendrie  Hall 
basement,  436-8945,  New  Haven,  CT 

9  pm  —  Emerson  Homophile  Society,  Rm.  24,  96 
Beacon  St.,  Boston 

9:30-10:30  pm  —  Drop-in  Center  for  men,  Rm.  L-23, 
Curtis  Hall,  Tufts,  Medford 

FRIDAYS 

7  pm  —  Alcoholics  Together,  Worcester,  754-781 7 
7:30  pm  —  Rap  group  for  men  and  women,  MGTF, 
193  Middle  St.,  Portland,  ME 
7:30  pm  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Workshop,  21  Bay 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  info  call  783-9415 
7:30  pm  —  Gay  Get-together,  downstairs  round- 
room,  Billings  Center,  U  of  VT,  Burlington 


7:30  pm  —  Games  Night,  2  Wellington  St.,  Worces¬ 
ter,  MA.  Alternate  weeks 

7:30pm — AM  TIKVA,  Jewish  service,  social,  35 
Worcester  Sq.,  Boston 

8  pm  —  "Somewhere  Coffeehouse,”  MCC/Hart- 
ford,  1 1  Amity  St.,  Hartford 
8  pm  —  East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance;  889-7530 

8- 9  pm  —  GRAC  men’s  basketball,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 

8:30  pm  —  Alcoholics  Together,  Our  Lady  of  Vic¬ 
tory  Church,  Isabella  St.,  Boston 

9- 12  pm  —  GAY  coffeehouse,  Hendrie  Hall  base¬ 
ment,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven,  CT 

SATURDAYS 

2pm— Teenage  Lesbian  group  at  Janus,  21  Bay  St., 
Cambridge,  MA.  661-2537. 

10  pm-3  am  —  Worcester  Hotline,  791-6562 

SUNDAYS 

10:30  am  —  "Closet  Space,"  WCAS-AM  (740) 
11am— Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348  West 
14th  St.,  NYC 

12-1  pm  —  GRAC  women's  swimming,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 

1- 2  pm  —  GRAC  swimming  instruction, 
Lindemann  Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St., 
Boston 

2pm— Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348  West, 
14th  St..  NYC 

2  pm  —  MCC/Worcester  service,  Central  Cong. 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.,  Worcester 

2- 3  pm  —  GRAC  men’s  swimming,  Lindemann 
^Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 

2:30  pm  —  “Gay  A’s"  Alcoholics  Rap,  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston 
2:30pm— Gay  AA,  1 1  Amity  St.,  Hartford  CT 
4-6  pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Group  of  Providence  rap 
(4011831-5184 

5  pm  —  Dignity-Integrity  Mass,  St.  Luke's  Church, 
17  S.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester,  NY 
5  pm  —  MCC/Boston  Bible  study  group,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.;  523-7664 

5:30  pm  —  Exodus  Mass,  St.  Clement's  Church, 
1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
6:30  pm  —  Gay  Church  Services,  23  Franklin  St., 
Bangor,  ME 

7pm— Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348  West 
14th  St.,  NYC 

7pm— MCC  services,  South  Church,  292  State  St., 
Portsmouth,  NH  (first  Sunday  of  month) 

7  pm  —  MCC/Albany,  NY,  332  Hudson  Ave.  (except 
first  Sunday  of  month  at  6  pm) 

7  pm  —  MCC/NY  worship,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner 
of  7th  Ave.) 

7  pm  —  MCC/Boston,  worship  and  fellowship,  Old 
West  Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston 
7  pm  —  Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame  Universal, 
320  Farmington  Ave.,  Apt.  A-6,  Hartford,  CT 

7- 8  pm  —  GRAC  women's  basketball,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 

7:30  pm  —  MCC/Hartford,  11  Amity  St.,  Hartford,  CT 
7:30  pm  —  “Come  Out  Tonight,”  radio  WYBC-FM, 
94.3,  New  Haven,  CT 

8- 9  pm  —  GRAC  men’s  basketball,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston 
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15  tues 


Boston  —  Topic,  “Homophobia  in  the 
Gay  Community”  by  Nancer  Ballard 
and  Ed  Hougen,  7:30-10pm,  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  sponsored 
by  MCC. 

Boston  —  “Are  Sex  Roles  Biologically 
Determined?”  by  Barbara  Chasin  and 
Freda  Salzman,  Boston  University, 
Sherman  Union,  Conference  Auditor¬ 
ium,  8pm,  also  film  and  workshop. 

16  wed 

Boston  —  Older  and  Other  Gays  meet 
at  7:30pm,  74  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill,  all 
invited. 

17  thurs 

NYC  —  Gay  Women’s  Alternative 
hosts  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Party,  4  West 
76th  St. 

20  sun 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Lambda  meeting, 
4pm,  call  (603)  228-8542  or  write  NH 
Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301. 


Boston  —  DOB  International  Dinner  at 
St.  John’s  Church,  33  Bowdoin  St., 
6pm,  women  and  men  invited,  $3,  chil¬ 
dren  $1. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Academic 
Union  NE  meeting,  2-4pm,  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  David  Peterson  on  Gay 
Speakers  Bureau. 


NYC  —  Homosexuals  of  High  IQ  meet 
6:30pm,  discussion  of  male  rape  in 
prison,  info  call  (212)  265-1081  or  639- 
1312. 


21  mon 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Ceres,  the  first  and 
only  women’s  food  coop,  invites 
women  to  celebrate  the  spring  Equi¬ 
nox.  Jeff’s  Discount  Kitchen,  364 
Huron  Ave.,  8:30pm,  $1.50,  food,  enter¬ 
tainment  and  fun. 


22  tues 


Boston  —  Integrity  meets  at  Emmanu¬ 
el  Church,  15  Newbury  St.,  7:30pm  for 
Eucharist  and  discussion  of  women’s 
ordination,  Rev.  Carter  Heyward  offici¬ 
ates,  all  welcome. 
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